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en exaf Account of the Cruel Oppreſſions 
and Perſecutions 7 the French Prote- 
ſtants. 


HE Cruelttes exercis'd of late on the Proteſtants 

in France, do appear ſo deteſtable to all, who have 

nor diveſted themſelves of Humanity, that no 

wonder, the Authors of them, uſe their utmoſt 

Endeavors to leſſen, what they cannot conceal. 
Were not this worſe than Barbarous Uſage, a Project of a long 
Contrivance, a man might for Charity's ſake, ſuppoſe this their 
palliating it, to be an acknowledgment of their own Diſplea- 
{ure at it. However,their Boldneſs is inexcuſable, who ſhall en- 
deavour to impoſe on the World in Matters known ; not by Ga- 
zettes and News- Letters, but by an infinite number of Fugitives, 
of all Conditions, who have nothing left, but Tears and Miſeries 
to bring along with them into Foreign Nations. 'Tis certainly 
Loo barbarous to opprels innocent Peopleintheir own Country 3 
and afterwards to ſtifle their Complaints in other Places where 
they are driven ; and by this means deprive them of a compaſli- 
on which the bare Inſtin&ts of Nature never refuſe to the nliſe- 
rable. Yet this is the Courſe our Perſecuters of Fraxce have held; 
their Cruelty muſt be attended with Impoſtures, that the MiL- 
chiefs which they have acted, may paſs undiſcovered. 

I think we ſhould be much to blame, if we ſuffer them to go 
on in this Second Deſign, as they have done in thefirſt; and © 
therefore we ſhall chuſe ſome principal -Inſtances, whereon we 
ſhall make ſuch RefleQtions, as thereby to judge with greater E- 
vidence and ExaCtneſs on the whole Proceeding. And we ſhall 
advance nothing 11 our Refleftions, but what all the World of 
reaſonable people will allow. 


A To 


—_ 


To begin with Matters of Fatt : There's no body but knows, 
that a while after his prefent Majeſty of France came to the 
Crown, there aroſe in the Kingdom a Civil War, which proved 
ſo ſharp and deſperate, as brought the State within an hairs 
breadth of utter Ruine. ?Tis alſo known, that in the midſt of 
all theſe Troubles, thoſe of the Reformed Religion kept their 
Loyalty in ſo inviolable a manner, and attended it with ſuch a 
Zeal and extraordinary Fervour, that the King found himſelf ob- 
liged to give Publick Marks of it, by a Declaration made at 
St. Cermains, tnthe Year 15a. Then as well at Cofrre a8 inthe 
Field, each ſtrove to proclaim loudelt the Deſerts of the Refor- 
nnſts; and the Queen-Mother her ſelf readily acknowledgtd, 
That they had preſerved the State : This is known by all, but 
"twill woo be believed, though it be too true, what our Ene- 
mies themſelves an hundred times told us ; and which the ſequel 
has bat too ſhrewdly coftfirmed, that this was preciſely, the prin- 
cipal and molt eſſential Cauſe of our Raine; and of all the Miſ- 
chiefs which we have ſince ſuffered. Endeavours were uſed to 
envenom all theſe important Services in the King's and his Mini- 
ſters Minds, by perſwading them, that if in this Occalion, this 
Party could conſerve the State, this ſhewed they could likewiſe 
overthrow it, ſhould they have ranked themſelves on the other 
fide ; and might ſtill do it,when ſuch a like Occaſion ſhould offer 
it ſelf: That therefore this Party muſt be ſuppreſled, and the 
' Good they have done no longer regarded; but as an Indication 
of the Miſchief which they may one day be capable of doing. 
This Diabolical Reaſoning, which hinders Subjefts from ſerving 
their Prince, to avoid drawing on themſelves Chaſtiſements, in- 
"ſtead of Recompences, was reliſhed as apiece of moſt refined 
.Policy : For aſſoon as the Kingdom was ſetled in Peace, the 
Deſign was advanced of deſtroying the Reformiſts; and the ber- 
ter to make them comprehend that their Zeal had ruined them, 
the Cities which had ſhewed moſt of it, were firſt begun with. 
Immediately then, on ſlight Pretences, they fell on Rochel, Mon- 
tanban, and Millan, three Towns, where thoſe of rhe Reformed 
Religion had moſt ſignalized themſelves for the Intereſts of the 
Court ; Rochel-underwent an infinite number of Preſcriptions , 
Mentauban and Millan were ſack'd by the Soldiers: But theſe 
being but particular Stroaks and meer Preludes, which decided 


nothing,they tarried not long before they made appear the ur 
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and general Machins,they were to uſe in the carrying on of their 
intended deſign tothe laſt extremity. 'Twill be a difficult mat- 
ter to give an exaCt acconnm of theſe ſeveral methods: For never 
humane malice produced ſuch maltiplicity of them ; every day 
brought forth new ones for twenty years together. To take only 
notice of the chief of them; which were, Firſt, Law Suits in 
Courts of Juſtice. Secondly, Deprivations from: all kinds of - 
Offices and Employs z. and in general, of all ways of ſabſilfance. 
Thirdly, The infraftion of Edifts, under the notion of Explicati- 
ons of, them. Fourthly,New Laws and Orders. Fifthly, Juggles 
andamulſing Tricks. Sixthly, The animating of People,and inipi- 
ring them with hatred againſt us. Theſe arethe moſt conſide- 
rable means, which the perſecuters have employed to attain 
their ends, during ſeveral years ; I ſay, during ſeveral years ; 
for what they deſigned, being no eafie matR%,they necded there- 
fore time, to order their Engines ; not to take notice of their 
Traverſes and Interruptions by foraign Wars ; yet whoſe ſucceſs 
have not a little contrihuted to encxeale their courage, and con- 
firm them in the de{ign which they Tad againſt vs. 

The firſt of theſe means has had an tnfinite extent. We ſhould 
begin with the recital of all the Condemriations of Churches, 
or ſuppreſlions of exerciſes of Religion, and all the other ve xa- 
tions which have hapned by the eſtabliſhing of Commilſlaries ; 
this was a ſnare dexterouſlly laid immediately after the Treaty 
of the Pzrenees, the King under pretence of repairing the Edict 
of Nants, fent them in the Provinces. The:Roman Catholick 
Commiſiary was every where his Majeſties.Intendant 3 who was 


| beſure a fit Man far the purpoſe, armed with the Royal Autho- 


rity, and who was well inſtructed in the ſecret aim. The 
other, was either ſome hungry Officer, a'Slave to the Court,or 
ſomepoor Gentleman, who had uſually.neither intelligence requi- 
fite in theſe ſort of affairs, nor the libspty. of ſpeaking his Senti- 
ments.. "The Clergy had ſet them up ; Hs was their ambulatory 
Spirit. The Syndicks. were.recetved. betare.-them as formal par: 
ties in all our affairs ; the aſſignations were gixen in their name, 
the proſecutions aHo; andas well the. Dicords of the. Commil- 
faries, 4t.the Appeals fxom.their. Ordinances, mult;be finally,de- 
cided in the Kings Council. © 4-\ats, 

Thus in general.,allthe rights of theChprches,for.the exercaſes 
of Religion,the burying placgs,andal uh PUeABISErE Cale 
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led into a review,& conſequently expoſed to the freſh purſuits of 
the Clergy,& the ill intention of the Judges. In which there was 
not the leaſt dram of Equity ; for the Edidt having bin once ex- 
ecuted, according to the intention of him that made it, there” 
needed no ſecond touches ; it being moreover, wholly ualikely 
thoſe of the reformed Religion, who had been eyer in the King- 
dom the ſuffering Party, could uſurp any thing therein ; and ex- 
tend its limits beyond what belong'd to them. But there were 
other deſigns in hand than the providing againſt the Contraven- 
tions: and therefore by this order, the greateſt part of the 
Churches, cited for the juſtifying of their rights, ſaw themſelves 
ſoon condemned one after another, by Decrees of Council, how 
good and ſufficient ſoever their Titles and Defences were. 
Scarcely paſs'd a Week, wherein theſe kind of Decrees were 
* not made; and if it hapned, that the modeſty of the Judges 
ſaved any of them, by the great evidence of their right, as this 
ſometimes happned ; beſides that, the number was ſmall, in com- 
pariſon of thoſe condemned, the Judges often received order to 
condemn them, when they ſhewed they could not in Conſcience 
doit. 

But the Opprefſſions of this kind,did not terminate in the bare 
condemnation of Churches ; for particular perſons had their 
part. In ordinary andcivil affairs, where the matter concerned 
2 piece of Land, perhaps, a Houſe, a Debt between a Roman 
Catholick and a perſon of our Religion ; Religion was to be ſure 
always one of the chief heads of the accuſation; The Monks, 
the Emiſfaries, the Confeſlors, and all the whole Tribe of that 
'Crew, intereſſed themſelves in the affair. In Courts of Juſtice, 
all the cry was, / plead againſt an Heretick , I have to do with 4 
Man of a Religion odions to the State ;, and which the King would 
have extirpated. By this means, there was no longer any Juſtice 
to be expected, few Judges were proof againſt this falſe Zeal, 
for fear of drawing the fury of the whole Cabal againſt him, or 
paſſing for a favourer of Hereticks. ?Tis not to be imagined 
how many unjuſt Sentences theſe ſort of prejudices have given, 
In all the-Courts ofthe Kingdom ; and how many mens Families 
have bin ruined by ?em : when any one complained, the anſwer 
was ready, You have the remedy in your own hands ;, why do you not 
turn Catholick. | 

Yet all this had bin nothing, had the perſecution kept here, 
and not proceeded to faſten on the Reputation, the Liberty, and 
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even the very Lives of perſons, by a general inundation ( as a 
man may term it) of criminal Proceſſes. Writings were Printed 
at Paris, and fent from thence to all Cities and Pariſhes of the 
Kingdom, which impowred the Curafes, Churchwardens and 
others, to make an exact inquiry into what ſoever the pretended 
Reformiſts might have done, or ſaid for twenty years paſt, as 
well on the ſubject of Religion as otherwiſe, to make Unfsrma- 
tion of this before the Juſtices of the place , and puniſh them 
without remiſſion. So have we ſeen for ſeveral years, execu- 
tion of, theſe Orders, the Priſons every where fill'd with theſe 
kind of Criminals; neither were falſe witneſles lacking ; and 
that which was moſt horrible, was, that though the Judges were 
, Convinced they were Knights of the Poſt, yet they maintained 
' them, and carry*d them through ſuch points, as they knew to be 
untrue. They condemned innocent and vertuous perſons to be 
whipt; to the Gallies, to Baniſhment and publick Penances. 
Andifa Spark of Honor or Conſcience,atany time hindred them, 
yet there was always at leaſt an impunity for the falſe witneſſes. 

This kind of Perſecution fell chiefly on the Miniſters; for of 
a long time they might not Preach, without having for Auditors, 
or to ſpeak better, Obſervarors, a Troop of-Prieſts, Monks and 
Miſſionaries, and ſuch kind of People, who made noſcruple to 
. charge them with things,which they not ſo much as thought of ; 
and turn others into a contrary meaning. They alſo went ſo far 
as to divine the thoughts, to make Crimes; for as ſoon as ever. 
' any Miniſter ſpake of Egypr, Pharaoh, the Iſraelites, of good or 
bad people, (as 'tis difficult not to ſpeak of theſe matters, when 
they explained the Scripture ; theſe Spies never failed to report, 
that by Egypt, and the wicked, they meant the Catholicks, and 
by the Iſraelites, the pretended Reformiſts. The Judges concerned 
themſelves in this, and what is moſt ſtrange, rhe Miniſters of 
State themſelves reſpected theſe interpretations of thoughts, as: 
evident proofs. On theſe grounds, the Magiſtrates filled the 
Priſons with theſe kind of poor People, keeping them therein 
for whole years together, and often inflifted on them ſeveral cor- 
poral penalties. ” 

'Tis already ſeen by this firſt kind of perſecution, what were: 
the uſages ſhewed in France to the Reformiſts before they came 
to the utmoſt violence. But we ſhall ſee them appear more, in 

what we have to add, touching the privation of Offices and Era- 


ploys, 
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- ploys, and in general, of the means of gaining a Livelihood 

.whch is the ſecond way we mentioned, that has been uſed to 
elteCt our ruine. ?Tis not hard to comprehend, thart in a great 
Kingdom, as France is, where the Proteſtants were diſperſed 
over all parts, there were an infinite number,who could not ſub- 
fiſt nor maintain their Families, but by the liberty of ſerving the 
publick, either in Offices, Arts,” Trades, or Faculties, each ac- 
cording to his Calling. Henry the great, was ſo well convinced 
of the neceſſity and Juſtice of this, that he made it an expreſs 
Article, the molt diſtinCt perhaps and formal, of all contained in 
his EdiCt: and therefore 'twas here the perſecutors thought them- 
ſelves obliged to do- their utmoſt endeayours. In this regard, 
they began with the Arts and Trades ; which under ſeveral pre- 
tences,they rendred almoſt inacceſſible to the Proteſtants, by the 
Cifficulties of arriving to the maſterſhip of them, and by the ex- 


ceſlive Expences, they muſt be apt to be received therein, there 
being no candidate, but was forced, for this purpoſe to maintain. 


Law Suits, under the weight of. which, they for the moſt part 
* fell, not being able to hold thenz out. .But this not being ſuffici- 
cient, by a Declaration made in 166g. they were reducedto ore 


third, in the Towns where the Proteſtants were more in number * 


than the other Inhabitants; and they were forbidden to receive 
any therein till this diminution was made, which at one ſtroke 
excluded all the pretenders. 

Somne time after they abſolutely drove all the Reformiſts from 

the Conſulſhips, and all other Municipal Officers of the Cities, 
which was in effect the depriving them of the Knowledge of their 
Proper Afairs, and Intereſts, to inveſt wholly the Catholicks 
with.them. *_ : 
In 1680. the King iſſued out an Order, which deprived them 
in general of all kind of Offices and Employs, from the greateſt 
to the ſmalleſt : Thay were made incapable fo much as to exercite” 
any'Employ in the Cuſtom- Houſes,Guard, Treaſury,or Polt-Offi- 
ces; to be Meſſengers, Coach-Men, or Wagonners, or any 
thing of this nature. | TRE 

In the year 1681. by a Decree of Council, all Notaries, At- 
torneys, Solicitors and 'Sergeants: making Profeſſion of the Re- 
formed Religion, were rendred nucapable thronghout all the 
Kingdom. A Year after, all Lords and Gentlemen of the Refor- 


med Religion were ordered to diſcharge their Officers and Ser- 
| ; vants 
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vantsof the ſaid Religion,and not make uſe of them in any caſe, 
without any other Reaſon than that of their Religion. 
In 1683. All Officers belonging to the King's Houſhold, and 


thoſe of -the Princes of the Blood; were alſo rendred uncapable + 


of holding their Places. The Councellors aud other Officers of 


| Ayds, and Chambers of Accounts, and- thoſe of Senefchalſhip, 


Bayliwicks, and Royalties, Admiralty, Rrovoſtſhips, and Mar- 
ſhalls Courts, Treaſury, Exciſe, and others, who belonged to the 
Toll-Offices, and ſuch like Buſineſſes, were ordered to leave their 
Places in Favour of the Catholicks. 


In 1684. all Secretaries belonging tothe King and Great Offi- 


cers of France, as well Titulary, as Honorary ones, and their 
Widows, were deprived by a Revocation of all their Privi- 
ledges of what nature ſoever they were. They allo depyived all 


thoſe that had purchaſed any Priviledges for the exerciyg of - 


any Profeſſions, as Merchants, Surgeons, Apothecaries, and 
Vintners, and all others, without cxception. 

Nay, they procceded to this Excefs,that they would not fnffer 
any Midwives of the ReformedRReligion to do their Office, and 
expreſly ordained for the future, our Wives ſhould receive no af- 
ſiſtance in that Condition, but from Roman Catholicks. ?Tis 
not to be expreſt how many particular Perſons and Families they 
reduced every where,by thete ſtrange and unheard of Methods, 


to Ruine and Miſery. But becauſe there were yet many which 


could ſuſtain themſelves, other Methods of Oppreſlion muſt be 
invented: To this end they iſſued-out an Edict from the-Counctl, 
by which, the new Converts, as they call them, were diſcharged 
from any Payments of their Debrs tor three years. This,for the 
moſt part, fell on the Reformifs, who, having had a more parti- 
cular Tyeof Intereſt and Afﬀair with theſe pretended Converts, 
becauſe of their Communion of Religion,were reckon 'd amongſt 
their chief Creditors: By this Order they had found the Secret 
to recompenſe thoſe that changed, at the Charge of thofe who 
continued firm : And this they did likewiſe by another way ; for 
they diſcharged the Converts of all the Debts which thoſe of 
the Religion had contracted in common, which by conſequence 


fefl on the reſt. Add to this, the Prohibition to ſell or alienate 
their Eſtates, on any Pretence whatever. the King annulling and - 


breaking all Contracts, and other Acts refating to that Matter, 
if it did not appear, that after theſe Afts, they had ſaid in the 
; King- 
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Kingdom a whole Year: fo that the laſt Remedy of helping 
themſelves with their Eſtates in extream Neceſlity, was taken 
from them. They deprived them likewiſe of another, which 
ſeemed the only one remaining, which was, to ſeek their Bread 
elſewhere, by retiring into other Countries, there to get their 
Living by Labour, fince this was not permitted them in Frazce, 
By repeated EdiQts the King forbad them to leave his, Kingdom, 
on ſevere Penalties, which drove them to the laſt Deſpair ; ſince 
thcy ſaw themſelves reduced to the horrible Neceſlity of dying 
with Hungerin their own Country,without daring to go to live 
elſewhere. But the Cruelty of their Enemies ſtopt not here ; 
for there yet remained fome Gleanings inthe Provinces, though 
very few, and as thin as thoſe in Pharoah's Dream. The Intend- 
ants in'their Diſtrits had Order to load the Reformed with 
Taxes ; which they did, either by laying upon them the Tax of 
the New Catholicks, who were diſcharged thereof on favour of 
their Converſion, or by laying exorbitant Taxes,which they cal- 
led Dutzes; that is to ſay, he who in the ordinary Roll was afleſ- 
ſed at forty or fifty Livers, was charged by this Impoſition at 
ſeven or eight hundred. . Thus had they nothing more left ;- for 
all was a Prey to the Rigour of the Intendants. They raiſed 
their Taxes by the effectual Quartering of Dragoons, or Impri- 
ſoament ;, from whence they were not freed tl they had paid 

the utmoſt Farthing. | 
Theſe were the two firſt Engines or Machines which the Clergy 
made Uſe of againſt us: To which they added a Third, which we 
have termed the Infractions of the Edit of Narres, under pre- 
tence of Explication. Thoſe who would know their Number 
and Quality, need only read the Books written and publiſhed 
on this Subject, as well by the Jeſuine Mener, an Author Fa- 
mous for his Illuſions, as. by one Beanard, an Officer in the Prefi- 
dial Court of Beſity in Languedoc. There you will find all the 
Turns, which the meaneſt and moſt unworthy Sophiſtry could in- 
vent toelude the cleareſt Textsof the Edit, and to cormupe the 
Sincerity thereof. Burt becauſe we do here give you only a brief 
Account of our Troubles, we will content our ſelves, with ob- 
ſerving ſome of the principal], iſſuing from rhis Fountain : What 
was there, for Example,. more clear and unqueſtionable in the 
Edit than this, viz. That ?rwas given with an intention to main- 
tain thoſe of theReligion,in all the Rights that Nature and Civil 
Socie ty 
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Society give to Men. Yet in 1681. there came out an Edict, that 
Children might at the Age of Seven Years, abjure the Reformed 
Religion, and embrace the Catholick, under pretence, that the 
Edict did not preciſely mark, that at this Age they ſhould con- 
' tinue at their Parents Diſpoſal. Who fees not that this was a 
meer trick, ſecing thar on one hand, the Edi&t forbad to take the 
Children from their Parents by force, or fair means: and on the 
other hand, the Edi& ſuppoſed and confirmed all the Natural 
Rights, of which, withour Controverſie , this: is one of the 
molt inviolable. Was there ever a more manifeſt Infraftion of 
the Edi, then- that, which forbad thoſe of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, Who had paſled over to the Roman, to return to that they 
had lefr, under prerence, that the Edi&t did not formally give 
thera 11 expreſs terms this Liberty. For when the EdiCt permits, 
generally all che Kings Subje&s Liberry of Conſcience, aud for- ' 
bids the perplexing and troubling them, and offering any thing 
contrary to this. Liberty z Who ſees not that this Exception, 
rouching the pretended Relaplers, is ſo far from being an Explica= 
tion of the EdiCt, that *tis a notable violation of it. | 
Whereunto we may add the charge given to the Roman Ca- 
tholicks not to change their Religion, and embrace the Reformed. 
For when the Edict gives Liberty of Conſcience, ir does it in pro=- 
per Terms, for all choſe, who are, and ſhall be of the ſaid Reli- 
gion. Yet it we believe the Clergy, this was not Henry the 
Great's meaning, intending only to grant it to thoſe, who made 
Profeftion of ir, at thetime of the making his Edit. Thar of 
Naztes gave allo to the Reformed, the priviledges of keeping 
ſmall Schools in all places, where they had the Exerciſe of their 
Religion, and by this Term of ſmall or little Schools, according 
ro the common explication, thoſe were .always underſtood, 
where one migit teach Latin and Humanity. T is & the Sence, 
which bas been eyer given 5n all the Kingdom, to this Expreflt» 
on ; Which 1s ſtill given when ir concerns the Rowan Catholicks. 
Yer by a new Interpretation, this permiſſion was reſtrained to 
the þare Liberty of reaching to read, and write, as if rhe Refor- 
med were unwotthy to learn any more; and this on purpoſe, to 
tire our the Parents, and drive them to this exiremity, either 
not to know what to do with their Children, or be forced tro 
ſend them to the Roman Catholicks for Education. 
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The Edi& gave them the liberty in all- places where they had 
Churches, | to inſtru&t ' publickly their Children, and others, in 
what concerns Religion, which vilibly eſftabliſht the Riglt of | 
reaching them Theology, ſeeing their Theology i nothing elſe 
bur this Religion. And as to Colledges, wherein they might be 
inſtructed in Liberal Scicnces, the Edit promited Leners Partents 
in good Form. Yet *twas ſuppoſed the Edi&t gave no right to the 
Reformed to inſtru them in Theology, nor to have Colledoee, 
and on this ſuppoſition, Three Academies were condemn&a, all 
that remained. That of SeÞn, although grounded o: a particu- 
lar Ediet, was ſuppreſt as the reſt, and even before them. 

But we muſt go further, and {ceing we have undertaken, to 
ſhew in this Abridgement, the principal things they have done to 
exerciſe our Patience, before they came to the utmoſt Fury. We 
are nct to paſs over the new Orders, or new Laws, which were 
to uS as fo many new Inventions to torment us. The fiſt of 
theſe Orders, which appeared, was touching the manner of Bu- 
rtyals, and entering the* Dead, The number of Attendants were 
reduced ro Thirty Perſons in thoſe places where the exerciſe of 
our Religion was aftually cſtabliſhed, and to Ten where it was noy. 
Orders were allo iſſued out to hinder the communication of Pro- 
vices With one another, by Circulatory Letters, or otherwiſe ; 
Tough about Mattcrs of Alms and diſpoſal of Charity. Prohibi- 
tions were !ikewiſe made of holding Colloquics in the Taterval of 
Synods, cxcepting 1n two Caſes, the providing for Churches de- 
ſtitmce by the Deaths of their Miniſters; and the Correfion of 
ſome Scandals. They likewiſe rook away from thoſe places, al- 
lowel by the Edt, which: they call'd Ecerciſes de fief, all the 
Marks of the Temples, as the Bell, the Pulpir, and other things 
of this Nature, They were likewiſe forbidden to receive their 
NMbniſters in Synods to have any deciding vojce there, or to note 
them in rhe Catalogue of thoſe chat belong'd ro Churches. Others 
forbadzhe {inging of Pſalms in ptivate Houſcs, as alſo ſome thar 
commanded them to ccafe ſinging even in their Temples whey 
the Sacrament paſy'd by, or atthe time of any Proceſſion. ' Others 
were made to hinder Marriages, ſuch times as were forbidden 
by the Romiſh Church. Others forbad Miniſters ro Preach any 
where, except in the place of their uſual Reſidence. Others for- 
bad their ſerling in places, unleſs ſent by the Synadr, though the 
Conliſtorics had call'd them thither according to their uſual Linq 
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Others were made to hinder the Synods from ſending to any 
Churches more Miniſters than were there in the preceding Synod. 


Others, to hinder thoſe that deſign'd for the Miniſtry, to be edu-+* 


cated in Foreign Univerſities. Others baniſhr all Forrein Mini- 
ſtcrs, rhough they had been ordained in the Kingdom, and ſpent 
there - the - greateſt part of their Lives. Others forbad Mint 
ſters, or Cardinals for the Miniſtry to reſide in Places where 
Preaching was forbidden, or nearer than Six Miles of them. 


. Others forbad the People to aflemble in the Temples, under 


pretence of Praying, Reading, or Singing of Pſalms, except in 


tae Priclerice of a Miniſter, placed there by the Synod. One ri . 


diculous one Was made to take away all the Backs of the Seats in 
the Churches, and reduce them all roan cxatt Uniformiry, Ano- 
ther, to hinder the Churches that were a little more Rich, to aſliſt 


| the Weaker, for the maintenance of their Miniſters, and other ne- 


c:finies Anojher to oblige Parents to give their Children, who 
changed rheir Religion, great Penſions. Another to forbid Mare 
riages berwixt Parties of different Religions, even in the caſe of 
Scandalous Cohabitation. Another to prohibit thoſe of the Re- 
ligion, from that time, to. entertain in their Houſes any Dome- 


ſticks or Seryants that were Roman Catholicks. Another which” 


made them uncapable of being Tutors or Guardians z and conle- 
quently put all the Minors, whoſe Fathers dyed in the Profeſſion 
of the Proteſtant Religion, under the Power and Education of 
Roman Catholicks. Another forbidding Miniſters and Elders 
ro hinder any of their Flock, either directly or indiretly, ro em- 
brace the Roman Religion, or to difluade them fiom ir. Ano- 
ther forbidding Fews and Mzhometans to embrace the Reformed 
Religion; and the Miniſters either to inſtru&% or receive them into 
ir. Another ſubjeQting Synods to receive ſuch Koman Curnolick 
Cormutharies as ſhould be ſent them from the King, with an ex- 
preis order to do nothing, but in their preſence, Another for- 
bidding the Conſiftories to aſſemble ofrner than once in Fifteen 
days, and in preſence of a Catholick Commiſſary. Anoſher for- 
biddiag Conſiitories to affilt, on pretence of Charity to the Poor 
Sick Perions of their Religion 5 and ordaining that the Sick 


ſhould be carryed into their Hoſpicals, ſtritly forbidding any. 


Man to cnterrain them in their Houſes. Another copfiſcating, in 
favour of Hoſpitals, all the Lands, Rents, and other Profits of 
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ned Church. Another forbidding Miniſters to come nearer than 
Three Leagues ro the place where the Priviledges of Preaching 
was in quettion or debate. Another confilcated to the Hoſpitals 
all the Revenues and Rents ſet apart for the maintenance of the 
Poor, eyen in ſuch Churches as were yet ſtanding. Another 
ſubjecting ſick and dying Perſons to the necetffiry of receiving 
Vitits, ſometimes from Judges, Commiſtaries, or Church-War- 
dens; ſometimes of Curates, Monks, Mithonaries, or other Ec« 
cleſtaſticks; to induce them ro change their Religion, or require 
of them expreſs. Declarations concerning it. Another forbids 
ding Parents to ſend their Children before Sixteen years of Age 
to travel in Forreign Countries, on any pretence Whatloever, 
Another prokibicing Lords or Gentlemen to continue the exerciſe 
of Religion in their Houſes, unlels they had farft produced their 
Titles before the Cornmiſlaries, and obtained from them a Licenſe 
to haye Preaching. Another which reſtrained the right of enters 
taining a Miniſter to thoſe only, who were in poſicthon of the'r 
Lands ever ſince the Edit of Nantes, in a direct or collateral 
Line. *Another which forbad Churchescalled Ba#lage, to receive 
into their Temples any of another Bailywick. - Another which 


enjoyned Phylitians, Apothecarics, and Chirurgeons, to advernſe : 


the Curates for Magiſtrracs of the condition of Sick Proteſtants, 
that the Magiſtrates or Curates might viſit them. But among(t 
all cheſe new Laws, thoſe which have moſt ſerved the Deſign 
and Intention of the Clergy, have becn on one hand, the prohibi= 
tion of receiving into their Temples any of thoſe who had chan= 
g2d their Religion, nor their Children, nor any Koman Catholick 
of what Age, Sex or Condition ſoeyer, under pain of iforteiting 
their Churches, and the Miniſters doing publick Pennance, with 
Baniſhment and Confiſcation of their Eſtates ; and on the other 
fide, the ſetting up in all the Temples a particular Bench for the 
Catholicks to fir on; for by this means, as foon as any one reſol- 
ved to change his Religion, they needed only to make him do it 
in private, and to find him the next morning in the Temple, to 
be obſcrved there by the Catholicks, who were in their Seat. 
Immediately Informations were made, and afterwards Condem- 
nations, inall the Rigour of the Law. "The Roman Catholicks 
needed only to enter into the Temple, under prerence, that they 
had a place there, and then they flipt in amongſt the Croud, and 
immediately this was a Contrayention to the Declaration, and 
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an unavoidable Condemnation. *Tis by this means they have de- 
ſtroyed an Infinite number of "Temples and Churches, and put 
into Irons a great number of Innocent Miniſters 5 for . Villains 
and falſe Witneſſes were not wanting in this occaſion. 

All theſe Proceedings were ſo violent, that they muſt needs 
make a ſtrong Impreſtion in the Reformiſts Minds , whereunta 
theſe things tended. And in ctte&, there were many of them, 
that bethought themſelves: of their (afery, by leaving the King- 
dom, ſome tranſported thentſelycs into one Kingdom, and ſome 
into another, according as their Inclinations led them. Bur this 
was What the Court never intended, for more than one reaſon 
and therefore to hinder them, they renewed from time to time 
this Decree, which we have mentioned, which ſtriftly prohibi- 
red, under the moſt ſeyere Penalties, any to depart the Kingdom 
without leave; and to this end they thidly guarded all Paſſa- 
ges on the Frontiers. Bur theſe Precautions did not anſwer their 
ExpcCtations, ard *wwas better to blind the People, by hopes of 
abating this rigorous uſage at home ; and to this end in 1669. the 
King revoked ſeveral violent Decrces, which produced the Ef- - 
fe&eexpected. For though the Judicious ſaw well enough, that - 
this Moderation ſprang not from a good Principle, and that, in 
the Sequel, the fame Decrees. would be pur in execution, yer the 
moſt part imagined they would ſtil! confine themfelves within 
ſome Bounds in our regard, and that they would not paſs to a to- 
tal DeſtruQtion. ; 

We have ofcen drawn the ſame Concluſions from the ſeveral . 
Verbal Declarations, which came many times from the Kings own 
Mouth, that he pretended not to indulge us, but he would do us 
perfect Juſtice, and Jet us enjoy the Benefits of the Edidts in their 
whole Extent, that he would be. very glad to ſee all his Subjcats 
re-united to the Catholick Religion, and would for the eftefting 
this, contribute all his Power, But there ſhould be no Blood ſhed, 
during his Reign, on this account, nor any violence excrciſed. 
Thele preciſe and re-iterated Declarations, gave us hopes the King 
would nor forget them ; and eſpecially -in eſſential manters, he 
would ler us enjoy the cftefts of his Bounty and Equisy. . *T was 
the more expected by a Letter, he wrote to the EleQor of Braw- 
denhurg, the Copies of which the Miniſters of State rook care to 
diſperſe through the whole Kingdom. His Majeſty aflured him, 
that he was well fatisfied with the Behayiour of his Proteſtant 

| Subjeas 
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SubjeAs, from whence he drew this natural Concluſion, that ke 


intended notthen to deſtroy us. 

To which we may add the managements uſed ſometimes in the 
Council, where Churches were conferved, at the ſame time , 
When others were ordered to be demoliſh'd ; ro make the World 
. believe, they obſerved meaſures of Juſtice; and thay rhoſe whjuh 

they condetmed, were not grounded on good Titles. ' | Sometimes 
they ſohined ſeveral too rigorous Decrees ; other times they 
ſcemed not ro approve of the violences offered by whe Imandants 
and Magiſtraes; even to the giving of orders 10 maderare them. 
In this manner djd they hinder the execunon of a Decree ryade 
in the Pariiament of Reven, which enjoyned thoſe bf rhe Re- 
formed Rcligion to fall on their Knees, when they met the Sacra- 
ment, Thus did they ſtop the proſecuzions of a puny Judge of 
Chareaton, who ordered us to ſtrjke out of our Lirurgy a prayer 
which was compoſed for the faithful, that groaned under the T'y- 
ranny of Arichriſt. 'Tis chus allo, that they did not exnrcandy 
+65 another perſecution whmch began to. come gencral in the 
Singdom agaiift rhe Mmiſters, under pretence of obliging them 
to take an Oath of Allegience, whererein other Clauks werg.in- 
ferted, contrary to what Miniſters owe to their Charges and Re- 
ligion. *Twas thus alfo the ſ\nſpended the execurjon of ſome 
Edits, which themſelyes had procured, ag well to Tax the Mi- 
niſtets, as to oblige them) to refde precifely in the place where 
they exerciled rheir Miniſtry. With the fame delign the Spndic's 
of the Clergy, had the Art yo let the principal Churches of the 
Kingdom to be at reſt, for many years without diſturbance jn their 
Aſſemblies , whilſt they in the mean rime, deſolated all choſe in 
the Coumry. They ſwſpended allo rhe condemnation of the Uni- 
verfiies, and referved them for the laſt. Ir was alſo in this view; 
thai at Coun, the firſt ſeemed unable to believe, and ar Jaſt nor 
10 approve of the exceſſes, which one Marillac an Intendant of 
Poiteu, committed in this Province : A man poor and cyue}, more 
-fn wo prey on the High-ways, than fo be Imendanrof © Province ; 
though indeed they had a clauſe expreſſy 10 make rhrels expediri- 
ons But among(t all theſe illuſions, there's none more remark- 
able, than ve or ſix, which will nor be improper here mo take 
notice of: The firſt was, That ar rhe very ime, when ar rhe 
| Court they jſued our all che Decrees, Declarations, and 4 
> Which we haye ſpoken of here before, and which rhey cauſed Þ 


I 
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be put in execution with the greaceſt rigour, at the ſame time, 
that they inrerdi&ed rheir Churches, demolifhed cheir Temples, 
deprived particular perſons of their Offices and Employmens 
reduced People tro Poverty and Hunger, impriſoned rhem, loaded 
them wiſh Fines, baniſhd them, and in a word, ravag'd almoſt all; 
che Imendams, Governours, Magiſtrates, and other Officers in Paris, 
and over all rhe Kingdom, coolly and gravely gave out, the King 
bad not the leaſt tmemion to touch the Edift of Names, bur 
would moſt Religiouſly obſerve ir. The ſecond was, that in the 


ſme F&R, which the King publiſh'd ro forbid Roman Carho- . 


| licks to embprace the Reformed Religion, which was in the year 

1682. That is10 (zy, at a time when they had already greatly 
advanced rhe work of our deſtrudion ; they cauſed 2 rs 
Claule to be inferred in rhefe rermis, That he confirmed rhe Edi& 
of Nantes, as much as it was or frould be needful. e rhitd, Thar 
in che Circular Leirevs which the King wrote © rhe Biſhops and 
Intendants, to oblige chem ro ſignifi the Paſtoral Advertiſement 


of rhe Clergy to our Confiltorje? he rells chem in expre[$ rerms, 
That his intemion w4s nt that they ſhould do any thing that might | 


attempt upon that had bin granted ro thoſe of rhe Reformed Religion. 
"4 is and Dindwdte made ip w/o pcs uerh. 

at by an exprfſþ Declatarjon publiſhyd 3bour rhe later end of 
the year 16% the King ordained, That Miniſters ſhould ave re- 
main in the fame Church, above the fpace of thyee years, far 


return to the firſt, within the [ow of Twelve; and char they. 


ſhould be thus tranflazed from Church ro Church, ar leaſt rwen- 
ty Leagues diſtant from, the other ; ſuppoling by a manifeſt con- 
equence, that his deſign was yer to permit the exerciſe of Reli- 
ion to the Miniſters in the Kingdom for Twelve years at leaſt - 
Though indecd they at that moment deſigfd rhe Revocyion of 
the 

Requelt pre@nred to che King, by rhe Aſſembly of rhe Clergy 
af the ſame time, that they were drawing an” Edit wo reve 
that of Nantes, and put it into the Hands ofthe Procurer Ceneral 
to frame it ; and in the Decree which was granted on this requeſt, 
the Chrgy complain'd of the miſrepreſenrations which rhe Mi- 
nilters are wont to make of the Roman Church, ro which they 
attribure Dodrines which they do ngt hold, and beſeech his Ma- 
jelty to provide againſt it. And alſo expreſly declared, that rhey 


did nor yer deſire the Reyocatjon of the Edift, upon which the | 


King 


; 8 re. 
i&t,and had reſolved it in the Counci). Thecifth confifts in a - 


or hurr, direaly or indire&ly of the Church of Rowe in 
their Sermons ; ſuppoſing, as every one may fee, that *twas his 
-Emention (KW to let chrema Preach; were ever ſuch Nuſjons 
known ! But was there eyer any grenzer than this which they par 
ir the very Edjct we ſpeak of > The King afrer having cancelled 
and annufd the E 6 of Nantes, and all that depended thereon, 
after having imerdicted for ever all pnblick Reſigious Exerciſes, 
be allo for ever baniſtrd all rhe Miniſters from his Kingdom, ard 
expreſly declares, rhar his will is, that his orher Subjefts, who 
ate not willing mo efhange rheir Religion, may remain where jhrey 
arc in all Liberty, enfoy their Eſtates, and live with the fame 
Freedom ay hepetfore, without any Moleſtation on pregence of 
their Religion, till it ſhall pleaſe God ro enlighten and convert 
them. Theſe were Amuſements and Snares to entrap them as 
irhas ſince appeared, and it ſtil] appears every day by the horrible 
uſages they Fiker. and of which we ſhall ſpeak in what follows, 
But we ſhall, firſt, mention a preparatory Machin, which the 
Perſecutors ; have not faild ro employ to effet their Deſign, and 
which we have reckoneg to be the Sixth in order. It conſiſts in 
difpoſing inſenfibly the People by decrees to defire our Deſtrutti- 
on, to be of it when done, and tro diminiſh in their Mind 
the Horror which naturally they muſt have ar the Crueltfes and 
Irjuſtices of our Perſecutors Contrivances. For this purpoſe ſe- 
'yeral meahs have been uſed, and the commoneſt have been rhe 
Sermons of the Mjſſionatyes and other: Controverſis! Preachers, 
with which rhe Kingdom had been for ſome years ſtockr, under 
the Title of Royal Miſums. There were fitting Youths, choſen 
for this purpoſe, who had ſuch an . Educatian given them, which 
was {o far from making them moderate, as rarher eaflamed rhem 
ſo that *cis caſte to conprehend. what Actors thef are, when they 
not only found cheraſeſves yphald, bur ſaw themſelves moreover 
ſer on, and had expreſs Offers ro _ cheir Hearers with Cho- 
ler. And fo well did they acquir themafeIves kerein, thar *cwas 
not their fault if Popular Emmortons have not followed theresn 
in great Cities yea in Paris it {&lf, had not the Prudence of che 
Magiſtrates kindred them. To the Preachers we muſt joyn the 
Confeſſors and Direftors of Mens. Confciences, the Monks, the 
Curares, and in general, all the Eccleſiaſticks from the higheſt to 


the loweſt ; for they being nor ignorant of the Courts Intention 
| a nn! 


_ by his- Decree exprefly forbad the Miniſters to ſpeak ejrher 
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mm chis matter, every one ſtrove to, ſhew moſt Zeal, and Averfion 


ro the. Reformed Religion,” becauſe Eyery one found his Intereſt 
lay therein, this being the only way to-rajſe and eſtabliſh his For= 
tune. Inthis gelign of animating the People, there paſt few days 
wherein the Streets did not -ring, as well with the publication of 
Decrees, Edie, and Declarations againſt the Proteſtants, as alſo 
with Satyrical and Secditions Libels, of which the People in the 
Towns of France are very greedy. | 

Bur theſe things ſerved only for the-meaner ſort of People, and 
the Perſecutors had this Mortification to ſee this Deſign diſappro= 
ved by all thoſe who-were a degree above the Mobile. Where= 
fore they 1mploycd the Pens of ſome of their Authots, who had 
acquired any Repuration in the World ; and amongſt others, that 
of the Author of the Hiſtory of Theodoſivs the Great, and that 
of Mr, Mammburg, heretofore a Jeſuite. He publiſh'd his Hiſto» 
ry of Calviwiſm, of which he has ſince bad the leiſure ro repenr, 
by the ſmart and pertinent Anſwers which have been given him: 
Their Example has been followed by ſeveral others; and Mon- 
fienur Arnaud, who will always make one in theſe matters, would 
not deny himſelf the fatisfaftion of 'venting his -Choler ; and at 
the ſame time endeavour, to recover the Favour he has loſt at 


*Courr. But alchough his Apology for the Carholicks was a Work 


as full of Fire and Paſſion as the Bigers themſelves could Wiſh, yet 
{was not agreeable, becauſe his perſon wasnots he was fo ill gratift- 
ed for it, that he complained thereof ro the Archbiſhopof Khrims, 
in a Lxtter, the Copies whereof were difperſed over all Paris. 
Amongſt other things, he exaggerated his 'Misformnine, and com- 
pared himſelf with another, who for much leſs Services, recei- 
ved I'wenty Thouſand Lrvers, as a Reward from the King. This 
more and more ſhewed the Charafter of the Perſon. However 
they needed not him," not Wanting violent Writers, amongſt 
whom we muſt not forget one Mr. Sexjer, formerly ( as they ſay) a 
Taylor, and at preſent, Author of the Hiffory of the Edi&ts of 
Pacification , nor Mr. *Nicole, once a great Fanſenift, and now a 
Proſelyte of the Archbiſhops of Paris ; Author of the Book en- 
tituled, Proteftants convinced of Schiſm : nor the Author of the 
Journal des Scavants, Who in his ordinary Gazets, highly affirms 
hat the Catholick Faith muſt be planted by Fire and Sword, al- 
Jedging for the proof thereof a King of Norway, who conyerted 
the Nobles of his Coumry, by threatning \cthem, To flay their _ 
. (7 
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dren before their Eyes, if they would not conſent to have them babtized, 
and be baptized themſelves. For a long time we have ſeen in Paris 
and elſewhere, nothing but ſuch ſort of Writings, to ſuch a height 
was Paſſion come. 

Whilſt all theſe things which we have here obſerved, were 
di nc in France, they by great ſteps advanced to their end. - *Tis 
not to be imagined the Reformed neglefed their common Intereſts 
or did not all that reſpe&ed a juſt and lawful Defence. They 
frequently ſent, from the furtheſt Provinces , their Deputies to 
the Court z They maintained their Rights before the Council , 
Thither they brought their Complaints from all parts. They 
employed their Deputy General to folicit their Intereſts, as well 
well with the Judges and Miniſters of State, as with the King him- 
felf. Somerimes alſo they preſented general Addrefles, in which 
they expoſed their Grievances, with all the Humility and De- 
ference that Subjz&ts owe their Soveraigns. But they. were ſo far 
from being heard, that their Troubles were ſtil] increafed, and 
their Second Condition became worſe than the Firſt. The laſt 
Petition, preſented to the King himſclf by the Deputy.. General 
in March, 1684. 'was cxpreſt in Tcrms moſt ſubmiſtive, and moſt 
capable of moving Pity, as every one may judge, having been 
ſince Printed ; and yet it produced no other Fruir, but the haſt- 
ning of what they had long refoived, namely, to ule open Force 
to accompliſh our Ruine. 

This was cff:Qtually done ſome Months afrer, and executed in 
a manner ſoterriblc and violent, thar; as we {aid in the beginning, 
there are few in Eurape, how dijſtatit foever from the notice of 
the common Accwents of the World, who have not heard the 
Report of it ; but *tis certain, the circumſtances are not known 
ro all, and therefore we ſhall give an account of them in few 
Words ; if it. be bur to ſtop the Mouth of their Impudence, who 
publiſht abroad, That no Violences have been offered in France, 
and the Converſtons there made, were with free Conſent. Ar 
firſt they took this Meaſure, tro quarter Soldiers in all the Provin- 
ces, almoſt ar'the ſame time, and chiefly Dragoons, which are 
the moſt Reſolute Troops of the Kingdom. Terror and Dread 
marched before them. and as .it were by conſent, all France was 
flled with this news, - That the King would not longer ſuffer any 
Hugoznts in his Kingdom; and that they muſt reſolve to change 
their Religion, nothing being able to keep them from it. _ 

. &y 
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They began with Bearn, where the Dragoons did their fi1ſt Execs 
cutions3 theſe were followed ſoon after in High and Low Gienne, 
Xantoigne, Amunix, Poiton, High Languedoc, Vivarets, and Daupbine ; 
after which they came to Lionoir, Gevenner , Low Langmedoc, 
Provence, Valees, and the Country of Geix, afterwards they fell 
on the reſt of the Kingdom, Normandy, Bowrgoigne, Nivermix , 
and Berry; the Countries of Orleans, Tourain , Anjou , Britany , 
Champagne , Picardy; and the Ifle of France, not excluding Paris 
it ſelf, which underwent the ſame Fate; the firſt thing, the In- 
rendants were ordered to do, was to ſummon the Citics and 
Commoraltics. They aſſembled the Inhabitants thereof , who 
rofeſt the Reformed Religion, and there told them , *wwas the 
Kine pleaſure they ſhould without delay become Catholicks ; 
and if they would not do it freely, they would make them do it 
by force. The poor People, ſurpriſed with ſuch a [Propoſal, an- * 
ſwered, They were ready to ſacrifice their Eſtates and Lives to the 
King, but their Conſciences being Gods, they could not in that 
manner depoſe of them. | 
There needed no more to make them immediately bring the 
Dragoons, which were not far off. The Troops immediately 
ſeized on the Gates and Avenues of the Citics ; they placed 
Guards in all the Paſſzges, and often came with their Swords in 
their Hands, crying Kill, Kill, or elſe be Cathelicks , they were 
quartered on the Reformiſts at Diſcretion, with a ſtri charge , 
that none ſhould depart out of their Houſcs, nor conceal any of 
their Goods or Eftets, on great Penaltics, even on the Catho- 
licks, that ſhould receive or affiſt them in any manner. The firſt 
days were ſpent in conſuming all Proviſtons the Houle afforded, 
and raking from them whatever they could ſce, Money, Rings, 
Jewels, and in general, whatſoever was of vajue. After this 
they pillaged the Family, and invited not only the Catholicks of 
the place, bur alſo thoſe of the Neighbouring Cities and Towns, 
to come and buy the Goods, and other things which would yield 
Money. Afterwards they fell on their Perſons, and there's no 
Wickedneſs or Horror which they did not pur in praftiſe, to force 
them to change their Religion. Amidſt a thouſand hideous Cries, 
and a thouſand Blaſphemies, they hung Men and Women by the 
Hair or Fect on the Roofs of the Chamber, or Chimney Hooks, 
and {mookt them with Whiſps of wer Hay, till they were no 
longer able to bear ir, and when they had taken them down, it 
5 _ they 
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they would not fign, they hung them /up- immediately agaiu. 
They threw them on great Fireskindled on puropſe; and pulled: 
them not out till they were half Roafted. They tyed Ropes. un- 
der their Arms, and plunged them to and again into Wells, fron 
whence they would not take them, till they had promiſed to 
change their Religion. They tryed them as they do Criminals, 
put to thequeſtion ; and. in this poſture, with a Funnel fill'd with 
Wine, poured it down their 'Throats, ul! the Fumes of it depri- 
ving them of their reafon, they made them ſay they would con- 
{centro be Catholicks. They ſtript them naked, and after having 
offercd tnem.a 1000 infamous ſndianities, they ſtuck them with 
Pins from the top to the botrom. T hey cut them with Penknifes, 
and ſometimes with red hot Pincers took them by the Noſe, aud 
dragged them about their Rooms, till they pronuſed to become 
- Catholicks, or that the cries of theſe poor Wretches, that in 
«this Condicion call'd on God for their Affiſtance, conftrained 
them.ro ler them go. They beat them with Staves, and dragged 
them all bruiſed ro the Churches, where there bare forced Pres 
ſence was accounted for an Abjuration. They held them from 
ſleeping Seven or Eight Days, relieving one another ro watch 
them Night and Day, and keep them waking. They threw 
Buckets of Water on their Faces, and tormented them a 1900 
ways, holding over their Heads Kettles turned downwards, 
whereon they made a continual Nolile, till theſe poor Creatures 
had even loſt the Sences. If they found any ſick, either Men 
or Women, that kept thefr Beds, diſtempered with Feavers, or 
other Diſeaſes, they had the Cruelty to bring Twelve Drums 
ſounding an Alarm abgut their Beds, for whole Weeks together 
without [mrermiſſion, till they had promifd they would change. 
It hapned in ſome places, that they tyed Fathers and Husbands to 
the Bed-Poſts, and before their Eyes forced their Wives and 
Daughers. In another place Rapes were publickly and generally 
permitted for many Hours together. They pluck: off the Nails 
from the Hands and Toes of others, which could not be endured 
withour intollerable pain. They burnt the Feer of others. They 
blew up Men aud Women with Bellows, even till they were rea- 
dy to burft. 

If after theſe horrid uſages, there were yet any. that refuſed to 
4urn, they impriſoned them ; and for this choſe Dungeons dark 
and noyſom, in which they exerciſed on them all ſorts. of Iaho- 
mMAanity. 
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, manity. In the meantime they demoliſhed their Houſes, deſola- 


ted their Hereditary Lands, cut down their Woods, and ſeized 
their Wives and Children, to impriſon them in Monaſteries. 
When the Soldiers had devoured and conſumed all in a Houle, 
the Farmers of their Lands furniſht them with Subſiſtance ; and 
ro re-imburſe them, they fold by Authority of Juſtice the Fonds 
of their Hoſts, and put them in poſſeſſion thereof. If ſome, to. 
ſecure their Conſciences, and to. eſcape the Tyranny of theſe Furi- 


ous Men, endeavour to ſave themſelves by Flight, they were. 


purſued, and hunted in the Fields and Woods, and were ſhot ac: 
like Wild Beaſts. The Provoſts rode about the High-ways, and 
the Magiſtrates of places had orders to ſtop. them withour excep- 
tion. "They brought them back to the places from whence they. 
fled, uſing them like Priſoners of War, But we mult nor fancy, 
that this Scorm. fell only on the common fore, Noblemen and 
Gentlemen of the beſt Quality were not exempted from ir. They 
had Soldiers qnartered upon them in the ſame manner, and with 
the ſame Fury as Citizens and Peaſants had. They plundered their 
Houſes, waſted their Goods, raſed their Caſtles, cut down their 
Woods, and their very Perſons were expoſed to the Infolence 
and Barbarity.of the Dragoons, no leſs than thoſe of others. 
They ſpared neither Sex, Age, nor Quality ; wherever they found 
any unWillingneſs to obey the command of changing their Religi- 
on, they practiſed the ſame Violences. T here were ſil] remaining 
{ome Officers of Parliament which nnderwent the ſame fate, after 
having been firſt deprived of their Offices; and even the Military 
Officers, who. were aCtually in Service, were ordered to quit their 
Poſt and Quarters, and repair immediately to their Houſes, there 
to ſuffer the like Storm z if to avoide it, they would not become 
Catholicks. Many Gentlemen and other Perſons of Quality, and 
many Ladies of a great Age and Ancient Families, ſecing all 
theſe outrages, hoped to find ſome Retreat in Paris, or at the 
Court, not imagining the Dragoons would come to ſeek them fo 
near the Kings Preſence z but this hope was no lefs vain, than all. 
the reſt; for immediately there was a Decree of Council, which 
commanded them to leave Paris in Fifteen days, and return with- 
out delay to their own Houſes; with a prohibition to all Perſons - 


- toentertain or lodg them in their Houſes. Some having attemp- - 


red ro preſent Adrefſes to: the King, containing Complaints of 
theſe cruel uſages, humbly beſeeching. his Mageſty to ſtop he 
courie - 
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+ courſe ww, receivedno other anſwer, than that of ſending them 

co the Befttle. 6 | 

= (2.6 gpl proceed any further, *wwill not be amiſs ro make 
ſome Remarks ; The firſt ſhall be, thar almoſt every where, at 
the Head of theſe Infernal Legions, beſides the Commanders 
and Mijthary Officers,the Intendants alſo,and the Biſhops marched 
every one in Ms Diocels, with a Troop of Miſſionaries, Monks, 
and other Eccleſiaſticks, The Intendants gave ſuch Orders as they 
though: moſt fitting to carry on Converſions, and reſtrain natural 
Pity and Compaſſion; if at any time it found a place in the Hearts 
of Dragoons or their Commanders, Which did not offen happen. 
And as fer the Biſhops, they were there to keep open Houle, to 
receive abjurations, and ro have a general and ſevere InſpeQion 
that every thing might 'paſs there according _to the Intentions of 
the Clergy. The ſecond thing obſervable gi That whenrhe Dra- 
goons had made ſome to yield, by all the Horrors which they 
prattiſed, they immediately changed their Quarters, and ſent 
. them to thoſe who ſtill perſevered. I his Order was obſerved in this 
marer cyen tothe end,infomuch that the laft, chat is ro ſay,thoſe 
who had ſhewed the greateſt Conſtancy, had, in! fine, quartered 
on them alone all the Dragoons, which at the beginning were 
equally diſpers'd amongſt all the Inhabizams of the pſace, which 
Was aload impoſſible to be (uſtained, : 

A Third Remark, which we ſhall make, is, Thar in almoſt 
all the conſiderable Cities, they rook care before they ſent Troops 
thither, to gain by means of the Intendangs, or ſome orker private 
way, a certain number of People, nor only wo change their Reli- 
gion themſelves, when ir ſhov{d be feaſonable, but alfo ro affiſt 
them in perverting others. So that when the Dragoens had fuf- 
ficiently done their part, the Ingendant, with the Biſhop, and the 
Commander of the Forces, again aſſembled theſe Miſerable In- 
habirantealready ruined, to cxtrort thern to obey the King. and be- 
come Catholicks ; adding thergzo molt terrible *F hreacs, that 
they might over-awe them, and then the yew Converty failed 
not yo execute what they had promiſed, which they did with the 
more ſuccels, becauſe the People did yet put ſome kind of Confi- 
dence in them. | 

A fourth Obſervation 1s, that when the Maſter of the Hoyfe, 
thinking to get rid of the Dragoons, had obeyed and ſigned what 
they would, he was not freed from them for all- this; if = 
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Wife, Children, and the meaneſt of his Domeſticks did not do' 
the ame thing ; and when his Wife, or any of his Children or 
Family fled, they ceaſed not to torment them, till he had made 
them return: which oftentimes being impoſhble, the change of - 
their Religion did not at all ayail them. | FITS 

The Fifth is, That when theſe poor wretches fancied their 
Conſciences would be at reſt by ſigning ſome form of an Equiyoe 
cal Abjuration offered them ; a little while after theſe cruel men . 
came to them again, and made them ſign another, which plunged 
them into ſuch depths, as caſt chem into the utmoſt deſpair. Nay 
farther, they had the boldneſs tro make them acknowledge, That 
they embraced the Roman Religion of their own accord ; withe 
out having bin induced thereunto by any violent meats. If after 
this they ſcrupled to go ro Maſs, if they did not Communicate, 
if they did not tell their Beads; if by a ſigh eſcaped from them 
they {ignificd anv unwillingneſs, they had immediately a Fine Jaid 
he” es, and they were forced to receive again their old. . 

uelts. , : ; 
: [n fine, for a ſix remark ; As faſt as the Troops ravaged in 
this manner the Provinces, {preading terror and deſolation in all 
parts; Orders were ſent to all the Frontier Countries and Seae - 
port Towns, 'to guard well the paſſages, and ſtop all ſich- who 
pretended to eſcape from France : ſo that there was no hope of 
theſe poor wretches ſaving themſelves by flight. None were - 
permitted to pals, if he brought nor along with him a Certifi- 
cate from his Biſhop or Curate, that he was a Catholick ; others 
were put in priſon, and uſed like Traytors againſt their Country. 
All ſtrange Veſlels lying in the Ports were fearched ; the Coaſts, . 
Bridges, Paſſages ro Rivers, and the High-ways, were ſtrjitly 
guarded, both night and 'day. The Neighbouring States were - 
alſo required not to harbour any more Fugitives, and to ſend back 
again ſuch as they had already received. Attempts were alſo : 
made to ſeize on, and carry away ſome, who had eſcaped into 
Foreign Countries. | 

Whilſt all this was aCting in the Kingdom, rhe Court were 
conſulting to give the laſt ſtroak, which conſiſted in repealing the 
EdiCt of Nantes; much time was ſpent'in drawing up the matter 
and form of this new Edi: Some would have the King detain - 
all the Miniſters, and force them as they did the Laity, to change 
their Religion, or condemn them to perpetual A 

cy 
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They alledged for their reaſon, that if they did not do it, they | 


would be as ſo many dangerous Enemies againſt them in Foreign 
Nations. Others on the conmrary affirm'd, that as long as the 
Miniſters continued in France, this their preſence would encou= 
rage the People to abide in their Religion, whatſoever care might 

*be raken to hinder them ; and that ſuppoſing they ſhould change, 

-they would be but as ſo many ſecret adverſaries nouriſhed in the 

boſom of the Church of Rome; and the more dangerous on the 

- account of their knowledge and experience in Controverſial mat- 

*4ers: This laſt reaſoning prevailed ; *twas then reſolved on to 
. - baniſh the Miniſters, and ro give them no more than fifteen days 

-time to depart the Kingdom. As to What remained, the Editt 

:was given ro the Procurer-General of the Parliament of Paris, 
0 draw it up in ſuch a form as he ſhould judge moſt firting. Bur 
-before the publiſhing of ir, rwo things were thought neceſſar 
to be done; The firit to ob}ige the ailembly of the Cfergy, FA 
; pararely to preſent to the King a requeſt concerning the matter 
aboye mentioned, in whictr alſo they rold his Majelty, that they 
- deſired not at preſear the og Edi of Nazzy; and clic 
i Other to appreſs in general, ail kipd of: Books made by them ef 
-the Reformed Religion, and to iſſue-our an Order for rat ' pur- 
poſe. By the firſt of theſe things, the Clergy though to ſhelies 
rhem(elves from whe reproaches, which might be eaſt or chem as 
the Auhors of fo nnany Miſeries, kyultices and 5 which 
chjs Repeal won}Þ ſt} occafion : And by the ovher, rhey prerend- 
'ed ro make the Converſions much- more eafie ( as they ſtyled 
them ) and confirm thoſe which had bin already made, by taki 
.from the People all Books, which might inſtrudt, fortifie, an 
bring them back again. : 

In fine, This Revocative Edit of Nantes, was ſigned and pub- 
liſhed on Tharfday, being the 8th of Ofober, in the year 1685. 
*Tis ſaid the Chancellor of France, ſhewed an extream joy in 
Sealing ir ; Gur it laſted not long, this being the laſt thing he did. 
For as ſoon as he came home from Foxntainbleax, he fell ſick, 
-and dycd within a few days. *Tis certain, that this mans policy, 
'Tather than his natural Inclination, induced him in his latter years 
'to become one of our Perſecutorss. 

» The Edit was Regiſtred in the Parliament of Paris, and im- 
mediately after in the others. Ir contains a Preface, and Twelve 
Articles. In the Preface, the King ſhews that Henry the c_ 

\Grand- 
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- Grandfather did.not give, the-Edi&t, and- Lewis his Father did net 


' confirm it, by his  othex-,Edict of iNſzmes,, bur in the deſign of - 


endeavouring more FficQually the re-union of their Subjedts of 
the pretended Reformed Religion, ro the Catholick Church 
and that this was alſo the Deſign which he had himſelf at his firſt 


coming to the Crown. That 'ustrue, he bad been hindred by the 


Wars, which he was forced to carry on againſt the Enemies of his 
State; bur-that at preſent being at Peace with. all the Princes of 
Emrope, he wholly gave himſelf to the making of thisre-union. 
That God having given him the Grace of accompliſhing in, and 
ſeeing the greateſt and belt parrof his Subx&r of the [aid Reli- 
on had embraced the Carholick one, mg Edivts of Names and 
Niſmes conſequently became void and uſeleſs. By che firſt Arti» 
cle, he (uppreſſes and repeals them, in all their extent; and or- 
dains that all the Temples, which are found yer ſtanding in his 
Kingdom, ſhall be immediately demoliſhed. By the Second, he. 
forbids all forts of Religious Aſſemblies of what kind foever. 
The Third, prohibits the Exerciſes of Religion to all Lords and. 
Genclemen of any quality, uader Corporal! Penalties and Contiſ- 
cation of their Eſtates. "The Fourth, baniſhes from his Kingdom. 
all che Miniſters, and enjoyns chem _ chence, wirckin Fif- 
ecen days after the publication oth Fdict, under the Penalry of 
being ſent co the Gallies. In the Fifth and Sixth, he promjſes Re- 
compences and Advattages to the Miniſters and their Widows, 
who ſhould change their Religion. In the Seyench and Hgtub, 
heiforbids the Inſtrufting of Children in the pretended Reformed 
Religion, and ordains, that rhoſe who ſhall be born henceforward 
ſhall be baptiſed, and brought up in the Carholick Religion, en= 
joyning Parents to fend them to the Churches, under the penalty 
of being fined Foo Livers. The Ninth gives Four Months time 
to ſuch Perſons as have departed _—_ ou of the Kingdom 10 
return , otherwiſe their Goods and Eſtates to be comfiſcared. 
The Tenth, with repeated Prohibirjons, forbids all his Subjefts 
of the ſaid Religion to depart out of his Realm, they, thejr Wives 
and Children, or to convey away their Effe&ts, under pain of the 
Gallies for the Men, and of Confilcation of Body and Goods for 
the Womerr The Eleventh, confirms the Dechkcatjonsherewfore 
made againſt thoſe thar Relapſe. The Twelfitt declares, chat as 
10 the ceſt of his SubjeQts of the ſaid Religion, rhey nay, rill Qod 
en)ghtens them, remain in che oo" | 


his Kingdom, Counnries ' 
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and Lands of his Obedience, there continue their Commerce, and 
enjoy their Eſtates, without Trouble or moleſtation upon pretence 
of the ſaid Religion,on conditiongthat they have noAſſemblies under 
prerext of Praying, or cxerciling any religious Worſhip whatever. 
In ogger ro pur this Edidt in execution, the very ſame day that 

x Was regiftred and publifhed at Paris, they began to demoliſh. 
the Church of Charerrm. The cldeſt Miniſter chereof was com- 
| manded 40 Jeave Paru within Toy Four Hours, and !m1medi- 
 atchy ro depars che Kingdom. For this end they pur him into the 
Hands of one of che Kings Foormen, with orders noc to leave 
him tif he was our of his Dominions. His Collegues were line - 
berter treated, they gave chem Forty Eight Hours to quit Paris, 
and then left them upon their Parole. The reſt of the Miniſters 
were aſlowed Fifreen days, but it cat1 hardly be beljeved- ro what 
Vexatjonsand Oryelties they were all expoſed. Firſt of all, they 
nenher permitted chem co diſpoſe of their Eſtates,nor to carry away 
any of their moveables or effeQts,nay they diſputed them their books -- 
and private Papers,0n pretence, rhat they muſt juſtifie, their Books 
- and Papers did nor belong ro the Conliſtories wherein they ſerv, 
Which was a thing impoſſible, ſince rhere wete no Conſiſtorice, . 
that then remained. de, they wonld not give them leave to: 
rake along with them eirher Farker or Mother, or Brother or Si- 
ſtor, or any of their Kindred, thongh rhere Were many of them 
infifm, deay'd and poor, which Coul nor. ſabſiſt bur by their 
means; they wer (© far, as ever ti them their 0wn Chi)- 
dren, if rhey were ahove Seven Years old, nay, fome they took 
from them that were under that Age, and eycn kuch as yer hang'd 
npon their Mothers Breaſts. They refuſed chem Nurſes for their 
new born Infams, which rhe Morhers could not . give Suck. In- 
ſome Fronrier Places they ſtopped and impriſoned rhem, upon dis: 
vers ridiculous Prerences ; dey muſt immegdiazely prove. that 
they were really the ſame Perſons, which rheir Certificates men=-- 
tioned ; they were to know immediately whether phere were no. 
Criminal Proceſs or Informations axainſt them ; they muſt pre- 


ſenly juſhffie, that chey carryed away nothmg thar belonged ro- 
their Flodes ; ſomerime after they had thus derained and amuſed 
them, they . were told, chat the Fifteen days of rhe Edj& were 
expired, andihat they ſhonſd not have Liberty to Yerire, bur muſt 
goro the Gallies Therc js 10 kind of Decen and Imjuftice which 
they did nor think of to inyolye them in TYoudles © | 
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As to the reſt, whom the Force of Perſecution and hard Viſage 
conſtrained to leave their Houſes and Eſtates, and to fly the King- 
* dom, it is not to be imagined what dangers they expoſed thern to. 
Never were Orders more [cyerc or more ſtr. then thoſe thar 
were given againſt them. They doubled the Guards in Poſh, Cj- 
tics, High- Ways, and Foards, facy covercd the Country with 
"Soldiers, they Armed even the Peaſants to ſtop thoſe thar paſled, 
or to kill them : They forbad all the Officers of the Cuſtoms 16 
ſuffer any Goods, Moveables, Merchandize, or orher Heats, ro 
paler. Ina Word, ey forgor norhing that could hinder rhe flight 
of rhe perſecured, even ro rhe nrerruprnng almoſt all Commerce 
wirh Neighbouring Nations. By this means they quickly filled 
all the Priſons in rhe Kingdom; for rhe fear pry the Dragoons, 
rhe Horror of ſeeing their Conſtjences forced, and rheir: Chil- 
dren raken away, and of living for rhe furure in 2 Land whete 
there was neither Juſtice nor Humaniry for. rhe, obliged every 
one to rhinkof an ch and mw abandon all co (aye thejr Per- 
ſons. All rhefe poor Priſoners have been ſince rreated wirh n- 
heard of Rigonts, ſhut up in Dungeons, loaded with heavy Chains, 
almoſt ſtarved wirh Hunger, and deprived of all Converſe, but 
that of their Perſecutors. They pur many imo Monaſteries, where 
they experience note of the leaſt Cruelties : Some there are (6 
happy as todye in the' midſt of their Torments, others have ar 
laſt f nk under the Weight of rhe Tempration, and ſome by the 
extraordinary Afſiſtance of Gods Grace,do ſhill ſuſtain ir with an 
*Heroick Courage. | 
Theſe have been the-Conſequences of this new Edi&t in this 
refpe z bur who would not have believed that the Twelfth Ar- 
tiele would have ſhelter'd the reſt of the Reformed , thar had'a 
mind ſtill co ſtay in the Kipgdom,fince this Article expreſly aſſures 
t they might live there, continue their Trade, and enjoy 


them, tha 
- theit Eſtates, withour being rroubſed or moleſted upon pretence 
- of their Retigion, Yer ſee what they have fince done, and yer 


do to theſe poor Wretches. They have norrecalfd che Dragoons 
and ojher Soldjers which chey dilparcht inro che Pyovinces before 
the Edi : On the contrary, they 'o iis day commit with gfea- 
tet Fury rhe ame Inbumaniics, which we have before tepreſen- 
ted: belides this, they haye marched them inwo Provinces; where - 


' there were none before, as Nennandy, Pieardy, le Berry, Cham- 


poignt , Nivermeis , Orkans, Beleſſoir , and the If France- 
> D-2 They 
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They do the ſame Violence there, exert the ſame Fury they do1n- 


other Provinces. Parir it feF,, where methinks this Article of: 


the Ediet ſhouſd have been beſt obſeryed, becayſe ſo near the 
Kings Preſence, andJmore immediately under the Government of 
the Court, Paris, I ſay, was no more ſpared than the reſt of the 
Kingdom, The very day rhat che Edit was publiſhed, without 
mo ay, the Procurer-Gefnetal, apd ſome other Magrſtrares, 
begag to fend for Heads of Families ro come to their Hous, 
There they declared ww them, that 'rwas abfolnely rhe Kings 
Will thas they ſhould change jheir Religion, thay rhey weve yo 
better than the reſt of bis Subje&s, and that if they would nor do 
ic Williogly, the King would make uſe of means, which he ha 
ready, to compell them. Ar the ſame time they banjth'd by Let= 
ters. under the. Privy Scal, all che Efders of the Confiſtory, roge- 
ther with ſome others, in whor, they found more of Conſtancy 
and Reſolution; and, to dilperſe them, choſe ſuch places as were 
moſt remote from Commerce, where they have ſince uſed them 
With a great deal of Crueley, ſome complyed, others are yet un-- 
der Sufterings. 

The diligence of the Procurer General and Magiftrates, nor 
fucceeding fo fully as they wiſh'd, though Threats and Menaces 
were not wanting, Monſieur Seignelay, Secretary of State, would 
alſo try what influence he could have within his Diviſton at Paris. 
_ For this end, he got together about five or fix ſcore Metchants, 
and others into his Houſe, and after hayiug, fhut the doors, forth- 
with preſented them with the form of an Abjutation, and com=- 
mandcd thei in the Kings nameto Stgn it ; declaring, that they 
ſhould nor ſtir out of Doors till they had obeyed. The Con- 
'rents of this Form were, not only that they did renounce the Hee 
reſie of Calviy, and enter into the Catholick Church, but alſo 
that they did this voluntarily, and withont being forced or com= 
pelled to ir. This was done in an Imperious manner, and with 
an Air of Authority, yet there were tome that dared to ſpeak, 
- but they were ſharply .anſwer'd, That they were nor to diſpute 
ic, but to obey ; ſothat they all Sign'd befote they went our. 

To theſe methods they added ophers more terrible, as Priſons, 
attual ſeizing of their Efftes, and Papers ; the taking away - of 
their Children, the ſeparation of Husbands and Wives ; and in 
fine, the great Method, that is to ſay, Dragoons and Guards. 
Thoſe that moſt firmly ſtood our, they ſcent to the Baftile, and O 
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the Fort PEveque; they confin'd them to their own or others Houſes, 
where they lay concealed for fear of Diſcovery, they plugder'd - 
thoſe of many others, not ſparing thcir perſons, juſt as they had - 
done 1a in other places. | : 

Thus the 12th. Article of the Edict, which promiſed ſome re- 
laxation, and a ſhadow of Liberty, was nothing bu an egregis 
ous deccit to amuſe the credulous, and keep rhem from thinking - 
to raake their eſcape, a ſnare to catch them with the more gale. 
The Fury ſtill kepr irs uſual courſe, ani was heated to a {uch a des 
oree. that not content with tne Deſolayions in the Kingdom, it 
entred even into Orange,a Soveraign Principality, where the King 
of Right has no power, and taking Miniſters away from thence - 
by force, remov'd them into Priſons. Thither the Dragoons 
were feat, who committed all kind of miſchief, and by force 
conſtrained .the Inhabirants thereof, both Men, Woman and 
Children, and the vcry. Officers of the Prince to change their - 
Religion. And this 1s the ſtare of things in the year 1685. and : 
_ this the accompliſhment of the dealing which the Clergy has-. 
ſhewed us three. years ſince, towards the end of their Paſtoral 
Letterz Yow muſl expect _— more dreadful and intolerable, then 
all thofe , which hitherto your Revelts and Schiſms have drawy. dowg 
pon you. And truly they have not bin worle than their words. . 
There are ſome in the Kingdom who ſtill contimne firm, and-- 
their Perſecutionsare ſtill continuw'd to them... There are inyented 
every day new torments, againſt thoſe whom force has madeto 
change their Religion, becauſe they are ſtill obſerved to ſigh, and 
groan under their hard ſervitude ; their heart. deteſting what 
their mouwihs have profeſt,and their hands ſigned. As to ſuch that 
have eſcaped into Foreign Countrics, . who are at leaſt 15c0a95 
perſons, their Eſtates are Confiſcated ; this ybeing all the burr 
which can be done to them at preſent. I fay at preſent ; for *cis 
not to be queftioned, btit ont Perſecutors are contriving to ex- 
rend their Gruelties farther. But we muſt hope in the campaſſi-. 
ons of God,that whatſoever intentionsthey may have in deftroy- 
irg the Proteſtant Religion in all places, he will not permit them 
to effe&t their defignss. The World will ſurely open jts Eyes; and © 
this which they now come from doing with a high hand, anda 
worſe then barbarous Fury, will ſhew not only. the Proteftants, 
bnet the wiſe and circumſpect Catholicks, what they are to expect, 
both' one and the other, from ſuch a ſort of People. | * 


. C9 
In effec, he that ſhall give himſelf che leifare to refleft on the 
" gnatrers of Fatt which we come now from relatirig, which ate 
\ kings cerram, and afted in the face of the Sun, he ſhall ſee nor 
only the Proreftants ſuppreſt, bur the Kings Honour (ullied, his 
Countries dannified ; all the Princes of Exrope interefled, and even 
the Pope himſelf , with his Church and Clergy, ſhamefully gil 
ctedj 

For w bcgn with the King himſelf : What could be more con» 
ary 8 his Dignity, they 10 pity him upon breaking his woredand 
perſwading bim that he might with a ſafe Conſcience violaie, re- 
yoke, —_d annul ſo folemn an Edi@ as that of Mawes. 

To palliate tn ſeme fort the Violence of this procceding, they 
makes him ſay in this mew Edit, That the bet and great:jt part of 
' the Reform'd Religion has imbreeed the C atholick; and therefore the 
execution of the EdiG f Nam&, aud whatſowzr eſs har bin done 


in favonr of the fame Ruigion , remains void. Pie is nor this an. 


Elfion umvorthy of bys Mzjchy. ſeeing that if this beſt and 
grearcit part of his SpbjcAs of he Refornred Religion have em- 
braced the Cathelick ; they have done hs pgs of Arms, and 
by the cruel and furious Oppreſion which his own Troops have 
laid upon them. : | 
Perhaps one might thus ſpeak, had his Subjefts changed their 
Reſipion of their own free will. alrhough thar in this caſe roo, 
| the vPriviſedges of the Edit continue for thofe that remain. Bur 
_ after having forced them to _— by the horrible irhumariztes 
of his Dragoons ; after having deprived them of the Liberty 
which the Edi& gave them ; to ſay coldly, that he only revokes 
the Edit, becauſe it is now ulclels,is a Raillery unbefitting ſo great 
a Prince: For it is as much as ifhe ſ(aid,that he was indeed obliged 
co continne to his Proteſtant Subjects all che priviledges due ro them 
but having himſelf oyerthrown them by a mawr Force, he finds 
himfelf at preſent lawfully and fairly diſengaged from this Obliga- 
tion: Which is juſtas iFa Father,who himſelf had cur his Childrens 
Throats, ſhould glory in the being henceforward freed from the 
care of nouriſhing and proffting them. Are other Kings wont 
thus to expreſs themſelves in their EdiQts 2 
What they make tim moreover ſay, to wit, That Henry the 
Great, his Graudfather, gave fly the Edid of Nantes to the Pro- 
teftants, that he might the better «ft their re-union to the Roman 
Church; That Lewi- the 13th. alſo, his Facher, had che fame deſign, 
when 
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(31) 


when he gave the Edit of Nifmes ; and that he himſelf had en- 


wed cherein at his coming tg. the Crown, 1s. but a pitiful Sat. 
Burt fuppdle ( ſecing rs mg we ſhould do {o ) the truth 
of this diſcourſe z and- take: we. it ly, and according to the 
Letter, in the .ſenſe whercin- they give it us, what can we con- 
c}ude thence, but -theſe following p tions: Thar Heavy the 
Grear, and Lewis the 13eb. gave only the. Edifts ro our Fathers 
to deceive them, and wh an iment to rujne them afrerwards 
with the greater eaſe, nnder the mask of this Fraud. Thar mot 
being able to do this, being kindred by other affairs, they bave 
committed this important ſ&rer ro kis preſent Magely: to the end 
he ſhould execme it when he mer with an opportunity. That his 
preſent Majefty entring into the thought of this ar his firſt comi 

ro the Crown, he only confirm'd the Edits and Declarions ef 


1543 and 1652. with other advantagious Decrees to the Reformed 
Religion, but to impoſe on them the more finely, ( lay ſnares in ; 
their way) or if you pleaſe, crown them, as they crown'd of | 


old the Sacrifices; Thar alli that has bin done againſt them, ſince 
the Peace of the Pirenees, till this time, according to the abridg- 
ment which we have made of it, has bin only the execution of a 


projet, but of a projet far more ancient then we imagine, 


ſeeing we muſt date ir from the Edict of Names, and aſcend up 
r Hey the Great : In fine, That which ha$bin ti] now, hag bin a 
orea: myſtery, bur is not one at preſent ; ſecing the King by this 
new Edit diſcovers it to all the world, that he may be applaud- 


ed for it. 


Wiſll ir not be acknowledged that the Enemies of France, who are 
willing to diRredix the Condudtt of irs Kingg,and render chem odjous . 


to the World, have now an happy opportunity. Henry the Grear 

ives his Ediats to the Proteſtants with the greateſt Solemnity ima- 
ginable, he gives it them as a Recompence of 1heir Services x he 
promiſes ſolemnly to obſerve it ; and as if this was not enough, 
he binds himfelF-thereunto with an Oath ; he execmes it rr phe 
utmoſt of his Power, and they peaccably enjoy'd it to the end of 
his Reign : yet all this 1s but a meer Snare, for they are to be 
Dragoon'd at a proper time : Bur being himſelf furprized by 
Death, he could not do ir, but leaves it in charge to I2ws the 
+Jh. his Son. Lewis che Thirteenth aſcends the Throne, jfſves 
ou hjs Declaration immedimely, that he acknowledges the Ediet 
of Nantes as perpetual and irrcyocable, it needing age a — 
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-firmation, and' that he. would Religiouſly obſcrve every Articte 


of it, and therefore ſends Commiillioners to-ſee ir aftually execu- 
ted. When he begins a War, he proteſts he deſigns nor at Re- 
ligion, and incfic& he p:rmirs the full-Liberty of it, in thoſe ve- 


Ty Towns he takes by Aſlan}r; He gives his Edict of Niſmmes, as 
che Ediftof a Friumphanc Prince, yer declares therein he under- 


ftands, that of Negra ſhould be mv1olably: keps,and ſhews hjmfelf 


-to the faſt as good as hjs Word.But this is only tmeended qo Jul) che - 


- Pepieſtants aſſcep, in Expedtation of a favourbh occaſion ro de- 


-ſkroy them. Lewir the Fourteenth, at his coming 10 the Crown 


-confirm the Edi&, and dechares, That he will maimain the Re- 


formed in all their Priviledges; he afterward affirms in another 


- 


' Declaration, how — he is (arjsfied in their Services ; and 


*mentions his deſign © 


making them to enjoy their rights. But 
this is but a meer amuſement, and an arrtfice to intrap them, the 
berter to colour over the project of ruining them ax a convenient 
time. What a Character now of the Kings of France will thjs 


afford, to its Fnemics, and foreign Nations; and what confi- 


dence. do they think, will be henccforward pur in their Promiſes 


.and Trearies; for if they deal thug wirt their own Subjects, if 


4 


they careſs them onlyto ruine them, what may Strangers expect 
from *em. Conſider we a while-what they make the King ſay, 
[Thar at his firſt comingto the Crown, he was in the deſign which 
he now comes from executing. They would fay without doubt, 
from the time he actually took in hand the Reins of Government; 
for be was too young before, to enter perſonally on any deſign 
of this nature : he enter'd thereon then preciſely at the time, 
when the Civil Wars were, ended. But what does this mean, 
bur that he undercook this deſign, at the very time when the Pro- 


"reſtanrs came from rendring him the moſt important Service Sub- 
* jets were ever capable of They came from rendring him the 


higheft Teſtimonies of: Loyaly, when the greateſt part of his 


- other Suabjeas had taken up Arms againſt him. They had vigo- 
' rouſly oppoſed his Enemies progreſs; rejected the moſt advanta- 
- gious offers, kept Towns tor him, yea whole: Provinces; re- 
- ceiv'd his . Servants: aud Officers into their Boſoms, when they 


could. not find ſafezy elſewhere ; facrificed their Eſtates ro him, 


their Lives, thicir Fortunes ; and in a word, done all with ſuch 


a Zeal, as becomes faithful SubjeCts in fo dangerous a cunjunCcture. 


- And. this is che gjrme when the King enters on the defign of de- 


ſtroying 


(33) | 
Nroying and cxterpating them, This fo confirms the Truth of 
what we ſaid in the beging/ng, that it puts it our of all queltion, 
the the Proje&t of their Dettruction was grounded on the Scryi- 
ces they had rendred the King. Do Chriftian Erhics allow thete moſt 
unchriſtian Policies? Is it not a ſtrange thing, that we muſt be 
taught this important Secret, and all Ezyr beſides; for although 
the Proteſtams have done nothing in this occaſion brit their Duty, 
it could neyer be imagined their Duty «ſhould be made thejr 
Crime, ard their Ruine ſhovld ſpring from whence ſhould come 
their Society. God has brought Light ouz of Darkneſs, bur the 
unchriſtian Politicks of France, orr the contrary has brouughr 
Darkneſs out of Light. However hey carmor bur deny that in this 
new Edict, the King is made to ſay, He has entred on the deſige 
to deftroy the Proteſtant Patty, in the very time wherein they have ſignaliz'4 
and difinguiſht themſelves with great ſuccgſs for the Intereſt of the Crown, 
which will furniſh perhaps matter enough to thinking Men for Re- 
flexjon, as well within, as wicthou the Kingdom ; and will ſhew 
them what uſe is made of Services, and what Recompence is to 

be expected for them. | 
| Bur we ſhall ſay no more of the Expreſſions of the new Edi&t, 
but rather conſider the mancr of it. Was ever a worſe and har- 
der uſage than that which wehave fuffercd for the ſpace of Twen- 
ty Years, which have been employed in forming the late Tempeſt 
which has fallen upon us. It has been a continual Storm of De- 
crees, Edidts, Declarations, Orders, Condemnation of Chuttheg, 
Defolation of Temples, Civil and Criminal Preceſles, civil im- 
priſoment , Baniſhments, Pennances, Pecuniary Mulris, Privation 
of Offices and Employs depriving Parents of thejr Children, 
and all thoſe othcr Pecfecurions which we have already briefly 
ſum'd vp. We were told on one hand, that the King Would con- 
thyue to_us the Edit of Nants, and he delivercd himſelf on Rve- 
ral occaſions to that Efte& ; and on the other hand we were made 
to ſuffer in our Eſtates, our Repurations, our Perſons. our Fami- 
' ties, inour Religion, and our Conſciences, and all by unjuſtand 
indiret ways; by unheard of Inventions, by Oppreſſions, and 
publick Vexation, and ſometimes under ffand Dealings; and all 
ths under the Veil of the Kings Authority , and becauſe this was 
his good pleaſure. We know very well the Aurhority of Kings, 
and the Reſpe& and Submiſſion with which we ſhould receive 
their Orders. And therefore have we, during all theſe unſtp- + 
j : 6 F portable 


(34) 
portable Ulſages, a Patience, and an Obedience fo remarkables 
that it has been an Admiration of the Catholicks thennielves, our 
Countrymen. Burt it mutt be acknowledged that thole Who pur 
his Majeſty on dealing thus with us, or have uſed his Name and 
Auchority for this, could not do him otherwile a greater diſhonour 
than they have doge. For after all, thoſe Kings who would have 
themſelveseſteemed.for their Jultice and Equicy, govern nor their 
Subjefts afrer rhis manner. They ate nor for pening 21l ra an wy- 
cerfinry. ling all places wirh Lamenranon and Terror. They 
ſeek nor rheir farisfattion in the Tears and Groans of rheir jnno- 
cent People ; nor are rhey plays wich keepmg their Subjetts in 
a perperual agjrayzon. They ovenorts Hhaverterr Names imentior'd 
wah terror.nor medirare commnual defians of extirpwing thoſe who- 
give conftam and unqneſtionaþle Proofs of their Loyaſty; much Fels 
to invent cruel prop=as, which like Mines,in their time ſhall deſtroy 
their own Narural Subjects ; for what cle have been theſe flie and 
equivocal Declararions, Counter-Orders, and revocative Edicts: 
Theyc are Three things, very remarkable in rbis whoſe Af- 
fair, the Firft is. char as long as they have been only in the way, 
the rue Anmors of che Peyſecurion have nor naked rhem- 
felves, hur che King, .2s much as they could: *Tis rfue, che De- 
crees, Edies, and Declararions, and orher things, when under 
the name of his Atajeſty ; bur 28 rhe requeſt of rhe Agems, and 
Factors for the Clergy : And whilft rhey were þuſied in rheſe mar- 
iers. the King declared openly his Intention of mraimmanning the 
Edjas. and they 'rwas abuſes which he deſfign'd co corret. The 
Secand is, that when rhey came to the laſt Exnemiries, and ro- 
; opon force, rhen they have concealed themſelves as much as rhey 
cond, fer forth the Ling at his full Length. There was nothing 
heard bur theſe kind of Diſcourſes, The King wit have jt f6, the 
King has taken it in hand, the King procteds furrber than the Clet 
87 deires; by theſe two nieans they have had the Addreſs to he 
Gnly charg'd with the leſſer partsof rhe crutlfies,and wo hay the moſt 
violent and odious part at the Kingedoor. The Third rfmg which 
we ſhould remark is, rhat rhe beer ro ebrain heir Fitds, they 
- Fave made it rheir bufineſs yo perſwade we King, rharchis Work 
would Crown him wirh GAY. which is a horrid abuſe of his 
cveduſſry, ag abuſe ſd much rhe greater, by how muah they would 
not haye themſelves thought the Authors of rhis Counci), and, 
when any paxricular Perſon of rhem are asK'd rhis day, What 
rhey ebink of it, there are few ofrhem bur Condeugn it. 'S 


35) 


In effet,- what more fa}ſe an Idea could they 'give to his Maj= 


ſty of Glory, than to make ic conftlt in ſurpriſing a poor People, 
diſperſt over all his Kingdom, and living ſecurely under his Wings, 
and the Remains of the Edit of Nants z and who could not ima- 
gine there were any Intentions of depriving them of the: Liberty 
ef their Conſcicnces, of ſurprizing and overwhelming them in an 


Inſtant, with an numerous Army, to whoſe diſcretion they are de- _ 


. livered z and who tell them that they muſt, ether by fair means 
or foul, become Roman Catholicks, this being the Kings will and 
pleaſure. What a falſer Notion of Glory could they offer him,than 
the putting him in the place of God, making the Faith and Re- 
ligion of Men to depend upon his Authority, and that hence fore 
ward it muſt be ſaid in his Kingdom, -I 4on't believe, becauſe I em per- 
ſwaded of it, but I believe, becauſe the Ring wonl4 have me do it ;; 
which to ſpeak properly, is; that I believe nothing, and that Ple 
be a Turk, or a Few, or whatever the King pleaſes. Whar falſer 
Idea of Glory, then to force from Mens Mourhs by Violence, 
and a long Series of Torments ; a Profeſſion, which the Hearr 
abhors, and for which one ſighs night and day, crying continually 
to God for Mercy. What Glory is there in in inventing new ways 
- of Perſecutions, unknown to former Ages ; which indced do not 
bring Death along with them, bur keep Men alive to ſuffer, that 
they may overcome their Patience and Couſtancy by Cruelties, 
which are above Humane Strength ro undergo> What Glory is 
there in not contenting themſelves to force thoſe who remain in 


his Kingdom, but to forbid them to leave ir, and keep them un- 


der a double Servirude; viz: borh of Soul and Body 2 What Glory 
is there in keeping his Priſons fuſl of innocent Perſons, who are 
charged with no other fault, than ſerving God according rothe 
beſt of their Knowledge, and for this to be expofd ro the Rage 
of the Dragoons, or condemned to the Gallies, and executions 
on Body and {Goods ? Will.theſe Cruehies render his Majeſties 
Name loyely in his Hiſtory , to the Catholick or Proteſtant 

World? | 
But we ſhould be very loth to exaggerate any thinggwhich may 
violate the Reſpe&t due to ſo. great -a Prince; but we do not 
think it a failture in our Duty, fairly to repreſent how far theſere- 
fined Polititions have realy inter{sd his Honour, inthe {ad Misfor- 
tunes wherein they have plunged us, and how Criminal they have 
. thereby made themſelyes __ bim. They have committed ” 
( 2 
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leſs. Mildemcanours againſt their Country, of which they are: 
Members, and for which a Man would think they ſhould have 
ſome conſideration. Not to ſpeak here of the great number of 
Perſons of all Ages, Scxes and Qualities, which they have cur 
off from it by their fierce Tempers ; although perhaps this Loſs 
be greater, than they are willing to imagine. Ir is certain, that 
France is a very Pepulous Country, but when thefe Feavouriſh 
Firs ſhall be over, ard they ſhall-in cold Blood confſtder what they 
have done, they will find theſe| Diminurcions to be no matter of 
Triumph ; for 'cis not poſſible, that ſo many Subſtantial People, 
fo many intire Families, who diſtiaguiſh themlelves ia the Arts, 
in the Sciences, Civil and Military, can leave a Kingdom without 
one day being miſled : at preſent, whilſt they rejoyce in their 
Spoils, poſſeſs themſelves of their Houſes and Eſtates, phis tols 
3s not felc; *ris recompenſed by Boogy, bur it will norbe always 
ſo 3 Neither ſhall we infiſt here on that almoſt general Interrup- 
tion of Traffick, which theſe moſt Unchriftian Perſecutors have 
cauſed in the Principal Towns of the State; although this 
be no ſmall Miſchief : The Proteſtants made up a good art 
of the Trade, as well within the Kingdom as Without , and 
were therein ſo mixt with the! Catholicks, that their Afiirs. 
were it a manner inſeparable. They dealt as it were in Com- 
mon, When theſe Oppreflions | came upon them ; and what 
Confuſions have they not produced > How many induſtrious 
meaſures have they broken 2 How many honeſt defigns have they 
not diſappointed > How many Manufactures rated 2 How many 
Bankrupts made ? and how many Famifies reduced tro Beggarry > 
Bur chis is what the Oppreſſors |lithe troubles themſelves abour : 
they have their Bread gained to their Mourhs, they. live in wan- 
tonnels and eale”: and whilſt ochers dye with Hunger, their Re- 
venues are aſcertain'd ro them. Bur this hinders not the Body cf 
the Eftatc to ſuffer, both in irs Honomr and Profit : and we may 
traly ſay, that Four Civil Wars Eould net have produced fo much 
Miſchief, as time will ſhew to ſpring from this Perſecution. 

- But we will leave the conſequence of this affair ro time, and 
only ſay, That the Edit of Narres, being a findamental Law of 
the Kingdom - and ani agreement between rwo pars, . by a reci- 
procal wx -e -y brig the peaceable Reign of Henry the, Great : 
by the publick Faith, and by mumal Oaths, as we have already 

cen ; thas muſt certainly be of if] example ro-the intereſt - the 
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State: That after having made a thouſand infraftions of it, it: 
muſt be ar length revok*d, cancel'd, and annul'd, at the motion. 
of a Cabal, who abuſe their inrereſt, and hereby make them- 
ſelves fit for. enterpriſing, and cxecuting any.' thing. After- this 
Violation, What can henceforward be thought firm and inviola-- 
ble in France. I ſpeak not of neuen mens affairs, but of ge= 
neral eſtabliſhments, Royal Companies, Couns of Juſtice, -and 
all other ranks of men intereſted in _— even the very. rights. 
of the Crown, and form oF Government. T here are in the King-- 
dom a great wany thinking men, I mean nor your Poets, and ſuch 
like kind of Flatterers, who make Verſes, Orations, Panegyricks, 
and Sermons too for Preferments and Benefrces ; but I Sek of 
folid and judicious perſons z Who ſee into the conſequences of: 
things; and know well how to judge of them ; ſhall we think. 
thac theſe men, ſee not what is roo viſtble, that the State is. 
pterc'd through and through, by the ſame blow given the Prete- 

ſtants; and that ſuch an open revocation of the Edi, leaves no= 

- thing firm or ſacred. Ir's ro no purpole to alledge diſtin&ions in 

the matter, and ſay that the pretended reform'd Religion, was- 
odious to the Stage, and therefore was: thus undertaken. For not 

to mention the dangcrouſneſs of the example; as to the gene- 

ral averſion to our Religion in the minds of the Catholicks, , 
It 15 certair, that excepting the FaQtion of the Bigots, and'whar. 
they call the propagarors of the Fanh; neither the Commons, 
nor great People, have any animoſity againſt us ; bur'on the con- 

trary. do bemoan our misforiunes. Not to touch further on this, 
who knows rot what an cafie matter it is to run down any. caule, 
or. render. it odious or indifferent in the minds of.the People.. 
There are never wanting reaſons and pretences, in watters of this 

nafure 5 one party is ſet up againſt another. and that is callcd 

the Stare, right or wrong, Which is the prevailing: one: like as. 
in Religion, net. the beſt and honelteſt, but the porrerfulleſl, and - 
boldefi part are termed the Church. We mult not judge of theſe - 
things then from their matter, but their form. Now it: ever: 
there Was ſince the World ſtood, a matter authentick and irre=. 
vocable, it was the Edit of Names; To revoke and cancel it, 
1s to {et up ones ſelf aboye our obligations to God, as well as:to 
Men; *tis to declare openly, that there are no longer any.ties:or 

promiſes.in the World. And this is no more than the wife: will 
eaſily comprehend, and 1. Joubr net but they haye. done. it al-. 


Feady.. - . DEE a Some.: 


(3B) | 
[Some perhaps may make an objedtion on this occaſion; which 
*ewill be good to anſwerz which is, that as the Edjct, e0ntider it 
-how we will, is become only a Law of State by Henry the 
Great's Aithoriry,. ſo it may likewite be revokd and annui'd by 
Lewis the 14th. his Grandſon and Succeflor. For things may be 
ended by the ſame means they have bin begun. If Hemy the 
Great; has had the power to change the form of governing the 
Stare, by introducing a new Law ; why Magnor Lewis the 14th. 

'. the ſame power to ther this form, and anmul whatfoever his pre- 
deceſſor has done? But this Objetion will ſoon be an{wer'd by 
coulidering irs built upon a falſe principle, and offers a falſer con- 
ſequence. It is not the ſingle Authority of Hery the Great 
*Which 3has cſtabliſh'd che EdjEt. The Edit is a Decree of his 
Juſtice, and an accord or tranſathon that paſt berween'the Catho» 
licks and the Reformitſts, - Authortz'd by the publick Faith of the 
whole Eſtate, and ſealed with the ſeal of an Oath, and rat{ficd by 
the execution of ir-; now this renders the Edict inviolable, and 
ſers it above the reach of | Henry's Succeſfors; and therefore they 
can be only the Depoſitaries and Executorsof it, and not the Ma- 
ſters to make it depend on their will. Henry the Great neyer. 
employ'd the force of Arms to! make the CathoJicks conſent to 
it ; and though ſince his death, under:the minority of Lewis the 
-I 3th. there have bin Aſſemblies of the States General, the Edi& 
has remain'd in full force ; *rwas then, as we have already ſaid, 
a fundamental Law ofthe Kingdom, which the King nuns not 
rouch. But ſuppoſing this were not a work grounded on the bare 
Authority of Henry, which is falſe, ir does not therefore follow, 
that his preſent Majeſty can revoke it. The Edi is a Royal pro- 
miſe, which Henry the Great |made to the Reformiſis of his 
Kingdom, as well tor himſelf as bis Succeſlors for ever ; as-we 
-have already ſeem; and conſequently this is a condition or heredi- 
'tary Debt, charged on himſelf and Poſterxty. Moreover , ir is 
not true, that Henry thegreat, -has changed any thing in the Go» 
verament of the Srate, when he gave Liberty of Conlcienc to 
his SubjeQs ; for this Liberty is|matter of right, and more invi- 
olable then all Edicts, ſecing thar ir is a right of Nature. He 
has-permited a publick exerciſe of the Reformed Religion ; bur 
this exerciſe was eſtabliſhed in| the Kingdom before . his Ediet, 
-and if he has cnlarged the Priviledges of the Reformed, as withs. - 
out doubt he has, he did not do it Without the Conſent and Ape 
| | wh probation 
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- probation of the State 3 and has herein violated nothing of his 


': lawftl engagements. Buy *cis not the fame with Lewis the 14th. 


who of his own pure Authority; makes a real and fundamental 
Change, againſt, the concurrence of one part of his Eftate, and 
whiour the conſulrmg the other ;. hereby viofating his own Epps 
gagements, thaſe of his Kingdom, and eventhe Laws of: Nature 
roo. In fine, if we conſider what means haye been uſed to ar- 
rive at thisRevocanatTinTqueſhon, how ſhall a man not acknow- 
ledge the State is fenſibly Intereſted therein, They are mor con- 
renfeg ro ſuppreſs the Religious Aſſemblies, and to null the Pro- 
teſtants priviledges by anzuſt Decrees ; bur they allo ſend them 
Soldiers ta diſpipte points of Religion with them, They are* Sackt 
like People raken by Aiſauke, forced in their Conſciences ; and 
for this purpoſe, Hel] ic felt is ler looſe upon .them; and this 5. 
the effetis of a- Military, and Arbitrary Government, regulated nei- 
theg. by Fuſtice, Reaſon, nor Humanity, Can it be thought, that 
France Will be at eale in this manner, or: that wiſe people. will 
think thisan cquicable way of governing ? There needs only ano-. 
ther deſign, another paſſion ro ſatisfie, another vengeance to ex+ 
ecute; and then, Wo be to them who ſhall oppole it; for-che -7 
Dragoons will not forget their Office. 

o theſe two ReffEtions, which reſpe&t the French King and 
his States, we may add a third, which will have regard to the 
Intereſts of Kings, Princes, and other powers of Erzrope, as well 
of one as of the other Religion. We ſha} not be mucl1 miftakerr, 
if we fay, that they have a common and general concern herein; 
inaſmuch as theſe skiltul Artiſts in miſery, do asmueh as' they can, 
ro trouble the good underſtanding that is betwixt them and their 
People. We are perſwaded, that their wiſe and juſt Government. 
will, in this reſpect, pur them beyond all fear : bur this hinders. 
not examples, of this nature, from being always miichievous, and 
naturally trending to beget in the minds of the-Vulgar, ( who comes. 
monly judge only of things in genera] ) ſuſpuions and diltruſts of 
their Sovereigns, as if they dream'd of nothing bur deyouring 
their Subpjedts, and delivering them up to the Diſcretion, or ras. 
ther the Fury of their Soldjes. The greater moderation /and 
ſuffice that: Prirces have, the leſs they are obliged to thoſe who 
furtiſ} people with maner for ſuch dangeftous choughts, wich . 
may preducs very it} Effefts. 


Beſide;. 
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Beſide, is it not certain. that the Princes and States of Emrpes 


-cannot Without a great deal of plcaſure {ee France, which makes. 


fo great a-Figure 1n the affairs ot the World, and gives them ſo 
powerful an influence, now pur her (elf in {uch a condition, as 
that no juſt Meaſures can be taken from her ? For aftet fo ican- 
dalous and publick a violation of | the word of three Kings, and 
of the publick Faith, what Credit can be given for the future, ro 
her Promiſes or. 'Treaties? It will nor be ſufficient to ſay, chat 
they will have no force but what Intereſt inſpires ; bur thac they 
will hereafrer depend on the Interelt or Capriciouſneſs of a lort 
of Heady People, that will give nothing eicher ro the Laws ff 
Prudence or Equity, but manage all by force. If they have had 
the pawer, to do within the Kingdom what they have lately pur 
in execution, What Will they nor] do as to Aﬀairs without ? If 
they have not ſpared their own Country men, with whom they 
had daily Commerce, who were |ſerviceable ro them, will they 
ſpare the unknown 2 Will they have more reſpe& to Truces, or 
Conventions of| four days Tranſfaftion, than to an Edit of an 
hundred years continuance, and that the moſt Auguſt and Solemn 


that ever was z Which yet they made no other ufe of then to. 


amuſe a People, and to invo]ve them more ſarely in an uncr De= 
ſolation > Methinks they- have refolv'd to bring things to this 
paſs, T hat there being no more Faith to be had in Frazce, all her 
Neighbours ſhould be continually upon their Guard againſt her, 
and the more fo when ſhe promiſes then when ſhe threatens ; 
more in Peace then in War;Þ that there is no more hopes of being 
ar quiet, bur what the Surcry of Hoſkages, or the diminution of 
her Forces can give. 

This being Þ in reſpeft of all Princes. and Sfatcs in general, 
what may the Proteſtant Princes |and Spares in particuJar think, 
bur that it is the deſign of France to ruine them” all, angro make 
no ſtop til] ſhe bas devoured them. Every body knows, that the 
Proteſtanr Princes underſtand their Injereſts well enough, ro be 
able to diſcern them through the Clouds, wherewich they would 
cover them; and "cis not doubted! bur 'they ſee, thar thjs js a be= 
ginning or Effay, which France expeQs ſhorgly to give « ok laſt 
{troak ro, The Court there has fuffter'd ic ſelf ro be pofſe(fd 
wich groſt Bijgorry, and a falſe Zeal of Catholiciſm. *Tis the 
Genits a-la med? each there is become a perſecupar, even to 
Fire and? Sword : and there are fome perſwaded, that this fpall 
weygh 
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weigh down - the Ballance: Vain Glory -is'no ſrhall Ingredient in 
this deſign, Policy has her Profpes, and Miſtericy in it £00 $; 
and as theſe Proſpects have no Bounds, ſo her Myſteries wanc 
not. invilible Springs, avd furprifing ways, which ſhe will joy 
when ſhe pleales co.the Power of Arms She thinks the Sean 
is ripe, and ſhe nee& only to dare. The gaſineis ſhe has found in 
making Conqueſts and Converſions ſwells her courage, ;and. al- 
ready {owe talk of nothing. but a further progreſs in ſo fair away: 
*Tis to be hoped that Proteſtant Princes and Srareswill from thence 
draw their juſt Concluſions. v 
 Asto Catholick Princes and States, they haye roo fagacious 
Judgementrs, not to ſec how much they ſhare in this Aﬀair. Ir 
will be made uſe of to break the good underſtanding which is be- 
ewixt them and the Proteſtants, by amuſing rhofe with the fair 
Pretextof rhe Catholick Religion , and cunningfy inſpiring theſe 
with Jealouſies of a general deſign co deſtroy them. Ifthe Ca= 
tholick Princes and States remove not theſe Suſpitions , if 
they ſuffer France ſtil] ro aggrandize her (elf by her pretended 
Zeal for Catholiciſm, which at the bottom is but a &, the 
may already be aſſured, that they are loſt. Ic will ſignihic lictſe 
ro lay, We are good Catholicks. as well as yyu, this will not ſecure 
them from Dragons, all chat wil] not take the Yoke ſhall be Hes 
ritcks z nay, worſe than an Heretick ; for now the greateſt He» 
reſie is nor to ſubmit 2 Spaiz, Germany and Traly already know this 
in ſome meaſure. ; 
Bnc will ic not be thought a Paradox, if, to all that that we 
have ſaid, we add, That the Pope himſelf, and the whole Body - 
of the Roman Church, find themſelves (enſibly intereRd in the 
Perſecution of us And yet we will ſay nothing herein, bur 
wht iscvident Truth, and which the wiſeſt of the Roman Ca- 
tholicks mult agree to. For is it not the worſt Character that 
can be given of the Reman Clergy, to repreſent them as an Order 
of Men, who not oniy cannot endure any thing that is not ſubje&t 
to them in a Religious, but alſo in Clyil Sociery ; as Men thatare 
not content to Anathematize al} that diſpleaſe them, bur deſign 
nothing ſo much as to exterminate them, not only ro exterminate 
them, but alſo to force their Conſciences, and inſpire their Opi- 
nions, and arm. their way of Worſhip by the knocking Ar- 
guments of Swords and 'Staves; as an Order of Men, who 
neither Father nor Juſtice, who prove only to deceive, who tor 
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ford while cutb their Fury only,char afterwards they may the more 
inſult; that. in Peace as well as Wax,contrive only ro overturn and 
deſtroy, that make Allyances only to ſurprize, and finding them-. 
ſelves more Powerful, deny thoſe they have —_— the Liberty. 
ro eſcape. Thele are the exatt Feamires and Colours by which 
the Roman Clergy may be ecafily known, (Fwe judge of them by 
the Perfcution in France , the like whereof was never ſeen to 
this day: The Zgyptians and 'Afſprians once perſecuted rhe Iſrael- 
laes, but forced them not ro embrace the Worſhip of [their Idols; 
they contented themſelves with making them} Slaves, without do-- 
ing violence to their Cenſciences, The Heathens* and the Fews 
perſecuted the Primitive Chriſtians, forced their Conſciences in- 
deeg,. but they had never granted them an EdiCt, nor by perſecu- 
ting them did violate che Publick Faith, nor hindred them 
ro make their eſcape by Flight: | The Arrians ctuelly perſecuted 
the Orthodox, bur beſides that, they went not ſo far, as tro make 
the-common {ort of People [ſign formal Abjurations ; there was 
no Fdi& or Concordar berween the Two Communions. Dmocent 
the 3d. by his Croyſades, perſecuted the IValdenſes, and _ Albigenſes, 
but' theſe People alfo had no Edit. Emmantl King of Pojin- 
gal, furiouſly perſecuted the Þws, bur he gave them leave ro de- 
part our of his Kingdom, and they had no Edict. © It was the fame. 
with thoſe Remams of the Mrs, who had fſerled themſelves in 
ſome Cantons of the Kingdom of yen gr, a2 were defeared 
ina War,ardcommanded to retire into thZCoumry from whence 
their Anceſtors came. In the laſt Age the Duke of Ava exerci- 
fed dreadful Cruelties upon the Prateſtams of the Sevenreen Pro- 
vinces, but he did not hinder them from fi ing, oor vioſued any 
Edi& ; and at the worff, Death was their Releaſe. The Inquiſt- 
tion is 40 this day in Spain and Taly, but they: ate Coumries, in 
which no Religion, beſides rhe Roman, was Ever paymitted by 
Edifis, and if he Proviſions may be accuſed of Violeoe and 
Cruelty, yez they cannof be corryicted of Perfidio | 

Bur in this laſt Perſecution of Frame, rhere are five things that 
ſtrike the Mind wih Horror ; they make the Conſaknees and 
Religion of Men to depend Sovergianly upon the Will of a King, 
they vjolate a Faith Apthenrickly ſworn4o, they ferce'Men mo be 
Hypocrires, and wicked. by ſcenting phe of which 
'they »bhor ; they prohibir all Fligteror valine out of the King- 
dom ; they do notput © Death, þtt-'prefetye Life xooppre 4, 

| wit 
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with longer Torments,' If after this. the Cqure of Rume and es 
Clergy, diſperſed over the. re{t - of Egrgpe, diſclaim. not ſo ogfous 

-and fo criminal a ConduQ; if they.condem it nor, it will be an 

indelible Scain to che Honour of their Religion. Nor only. Pro- 

teſtanrs, who are of a differenc Commynion, bur allo an infinxe 
number of their own Cathdich, will.be mightily fcandaliz'd there- 
at : nay, even the Turks and. Zops #04 Pagans Will riſe up in Judge» 
ment againſt chem. They may already know whac they have bin 
condemned of, in What paſled in the Council of Carflance, con- 
cernmg fobn Hoſts and -Ferom of Prague, W they put. ro 

Death, notwithſtanding the ſafe Condudt of the Emperor Sig#- 

mund ; bur there is fomething greater here : There only Two 

Men were concerned, fierce mnore than 1500000; choſe they put to 

Death, and if chey had done the ſame ro theſe, they would have 

embraced their Death wirh Joy and Comfort. The Counctl 


s 


though irs Authority greater than Sigſmund's, bur rhete cannot 


"be produced ore above that which has eftabliſh'd our Edt. 

We arc nop ignorant of the differen Methods which rhe Per. 
ſecurors.take to ſhelter themſelves from publick Condemaation. 
Some rake' a ſpeedy courſe ro deny the Fat; and to perſwade 
the World, That Force: and Violence have ha4 no ſhare in the Convgr- 
ſions, but that they were ſoft, and calm, and voluntary: and that if- there 
zpere any Dragoons cencerned thettin , 'twas becauſe th: Reformed 
themſclves deſired them.,, that they .rght have a handſom pretence t0 
_ change #heir Religion. Was there: ever ſeen ſo muck} Impudence ? 
What will they nor deny, who can deny What's done in the Face 
'of the Sun, and what a whole Kingdom from one end of it ro 
the other hath ſcen, and to this day (ces 2 For in the beginning of 
the year 1686. whilſt I am compoſing this ſad Rehearſal , they 
continue to exerciſe in France the fame Rage, that cnded the pre- 
ceding year, the ſame Dragoons both in Cities and Countries ex» 
ecuce the ſame Fury againſt ſome lamentable Remains of Prote- 
ſtants, who will not fall down and worſhip. ? | 

They are ufd like Rebels in their Perſons, in their Eſtates,in 
their Wives, and 'in their Children ; and if there be any difft- 
rence, *tis in this that their ſufferings are ſtill encreaſing. Yer if 
. we will believe the Clergy, haranguing the King, and the Biſhop 
of Valence their Speaker, he tells his Majeſty how miraculous his 
Reign is, ſecing ſuch infinite numbers of Converſions are made 
to the Roman Church, without violences and arms; much lels 
D : | Þ 2 h faich 
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faith he, by the force of your- Edifis , as by the example of your 
examplary Piety, It we Will believe the greateſt pet the Ab- 
jurarions which tlieſe poor Oppreſt People, are forc'd ro make, 
they ſpeak indeed the fame ſence, vez. Fhat they have done this 
without being conſtrain'd thereto; Thus is the Ctedulicy of the 
1 impo&d on : They have Seeds of Impoſture ſown at their 

' Feet, which are ro grow- with the time:;. Poſtericy who fbafl ſee 
theſe Records,will believe they contain the truth-; Here, ſay they, 
is whax has been told the King, who muſt norhave falſhoods offer'd 
him : Here is the proper afts and deeds of thoſe that were con- 
yeried. Why will not then Poſterity believe it, ſeeing that at 
preſent, there are indeed People i ent enough, or to- ſpeak 
berrer paid well enough to publiſh it in firange Countries; and. 
there arc found crediple perſons enough to believe it. Bur I'pray 
what likelihod is there. that 150000 perſons already gone our 
of Fraxce, Without avy thing conſtrained them to it. ſhould leave 
their Houſes, their Lands of Inheritance, their Effefs, and ſeve 
ral their Wives ond Children, for to. wander about the Worla® 
and lead a miſerable Life for a hnmor. Is there any likelihood, 
that Perſons of Qpalny of both Sexes, who enjoyed 10, 15, 29, 
3 thouſand Livers per ann, theſe would abandon their Eſhreg,. 
not only for themſelves, but for their Succefors; expoſe thear 
ſyes to the perils; and incommodiouſnefs of long Journies, and 
reduce themſelves in a manncr| ro Beggary, which is a condition 
the-moſt infuppertable (n the World, to Perſons of Quality z and 
all chis without any reaſon, without any occaſion 2 What kkel:- 
hoed that this 150 thouſand Perſons who have already eſcap'd, 

-ſfome of *em. imo Switzalend,| others imro Germany, ſome into 

' Denmark , ozhers imo Holland , | fome into Sedeland, and others. 
into Englend, and ſome into America, withour ſeeing or Knowm 
one gnother, yet have agreed ro tell che-lame Jie, and to ſay __ 
one vojce, That the Proteſtams are cruelly perſecuted in France ; 
and that by urheand of Severiies they arc forc'd ro-change rheir 
Religion ; altho' there ig no ſuch maner ? Ir is likely the Em- 
bafſadors ang Envoys of Foreign Princes. ſhotfld Iye all of them in 
conforr, telling them ghis news,wherein e&re & no jruth? Bur] 

ay, if in France the Proceſtameerhus voſunrarily. and wirhouy con - 
aint change theirReligion.and that cheDNragoonsare cal'd in only 
as their goodFriends,whencehappensrhis fo ſtrict 8 generalGuneral 


an the Frontiets, to hinder peoples departure 2 How is it eden 
riſons 
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Priſons of.cthe Kingdom are cram'd with Fugitives ſtopt by the way. 
Whence is it, that thoſe who have chang'd, are watch'd with fuch- 
reat care to hjnder their flight; to the obljging them to depoſit: 
ms of Money to ſecure them from the ſuſpition of it. 7 This. 
mult be an Epidemical Djftemper. that has ſeiz'd on his Majeſties. 
SubjeQs, that ſhall make them fly thus withour reaſon 2 But 'is 
not this a fine cover, to ſay that the Proteffants haye themſelves 
calld in the Dragoons, to have the berrer prerence to change their 
Religion 2 It is about 10. or more years fince there was a Bank ſer: 
up to. rraffick for Souls. Mr. Peliſer has for a long time bin the 
great dealer of Paris, in thiginfamous Trade of purchaſing Con- 
verts.. Theſe Converſions have of late, bin the only way of 
gaining applauſe, and recompences- at- Court, and jn a word, a 
- means of railing ones Fortuhe ; and yer we mult be cold, thar in- 
ſtead. of being Converted by theſe eafte ways, we had rather chooſe - 
the help of Dato, that is, of beipg pillag'd. Ar leaſt let any 
one telLus, why fince theſe pretended yoluntary Converſions, the - 
People not willing to go to Maſs, they have bir obliged to ſend 

the Troops, and'uſe them with the ſame ſeverity as before. 
his is fo groſs and palpable an untruth, that others have un- 
dertaken to defend theſe Violences, as being namrally of the gee. 
nuine Spirit of che Catholick-Church ; and for chis purpoſe, they 
have continually in their mouths that paſſage of the Goſp21, cerm- 
pelle int are; compel thera to come in, and the perſecution which - 

the Orrhedox of 4ffrick, offer'd the Donatifts, 8c. 

Were this a place to diſpute againſt theſe furious Divines, we- 
could eafily ſhew 'em the vanity of theſe allegarions ; bur we - 
ſhall rather as *em, whether che Jews and Pagans had agreed- 
upon an Edi& with.the Apoſtles, when our Saviour ſays 1o the- 
them, compel them te come in. Has St. Anguſiin ever, Written, 
for he is cited in this matter, That we ought ro be perftdious 10». 
wards thoſe whom we eſteem as Hereticks, when we promigd to - 
tive with *em like Brethren and fellow Citizens. The Donatiſls, 
had they any Edits which ſhould ſhelter 'em ffom the inſiks of thi - 
Octhodox 2 If we yield co. this deteſtablg Divinity, what will 
become of all us Chriſtians 2- For in ſhort,*+be Papiſt- i as much 
a Heretick, to the Proteftants, as the Proteſtants ape. to the Papift ; yet- 
they live rogerher in,peace, on the Faith of Alfrances, Treatjes 
and *Promjſes But theſe pnblick Peſts as much as'in them-lies, 
 taye brought-all things into confuſion, and a Save of War. 1 

Y ann 


(46) . 
"arm.che Catholicks againſt che Proteſtants, teaching the Catholicks 
*by this example, rhar cheir Religion obliges him tobercay and fur- 
priſe che Proreſtanzs, when hey can do it unpuniſh'd ; and knack 
ourtheir Brains if they will oor change their Religion They 
arm the Proreſtany againſtche- Carhoſick ; for afrer all,whar Peace 
and Society can we haye with People, who noc only make no 
Conſcience to - break their Fairh ; but on the conirary, imake it a 
— of of ConFicnce to. break irc, when ey ſhall find occaſion, 
uſhave they by their Dragoons deſoſared a Kingdom, and. 
plunder'd aboye a 100 thouſand Families Do we think this me- 
thod, is | pleaſe ro him, whom we both own to be the Author 
of our 3b; ke has (aid, That be will net ſuffer Hell Gater ta ruine his 
Church; bur he has nor ſajd, he will open Hell Gazes for rhe 
ropagating his Church. Now if there were any thing tha [ooks 
like rhe _ : my as NT _ 
Whatſoever Anyjpatby there ma etweer rhe See © c 
and us, we will not believe thar the reſem Pope has wel pans 
par}, or that.che Storm has faln on us from him. We knaw he 
152 mild Prince, and his cemper leads ro more modermye Conreils 
\then thoſt of his Predeceſſors, Moreoyer we know, the Clergy 
of France do not — confſiilt Iym jn whay rhe undertake; and 
we have had ofren offered jo us, what bas þin done againſt ; 
-t0 induce uFto ſubmicr {dyes rw rhe Kings will in theſe other 
matters; and how (mall* a defference js paid roics Authority, So 
chat we hope rhe Pope himſelf, @nſderjng us ſhfl as Men and 
Chriſtians, will condole us, and blame the merhods uſed againſt 
. us, hadbe no pyther reaſon than the jncereſtof Religion. Perhaps 
one day, it will be\our turn to blame that which will be taken againfi 
- bim. 


_ Hewever, *ti; certain .the Proteſtants of Frence are the moſt 
Sc objcft of publick compaſlion, the World ever knew. ' Some 
ſigh and lament under a hard Slavery,which chey would willingly 
'Change for Irons in Algiers or Tinſge For there they would not 
be forced co mr Mabynetans, and mjght ſtill entertain; ſome hopes 
of liberty by the wyy of ranſom. Orhers are. wandring about 
ſtrange Counrieg, (hipr aFcheic Efhares, ſepatared in all proba- 
bility, far ever fron rheir Parens, cheir Relations ard Friends, 
whom they haye le jn rhe mo dolefil condiion imaginable, 
Husbands haye lefr chejr Wives, and Wives rheir, Husbands; 
Farhers their Qhildreg; and Chiſdren her Firhets We LS 


2 peers age vithour Defence. We then -comfort'onr ſelves in the. 


BY: (47) BY - FI 
ſeen our Eſtates vaniſh in a moment, our honeſt ways of Iying,-. | 
owr hopes, our Inheriances. F | 
We have [carce) any thing Je us but our miſerable Lives, and - 
they are ſupporred yi Charity of our Chriftiay Brerhren. | 
er m—_ all chef Afﬀfctions we are not deſtizure-af Com- 
fort ; we, if ever any. did, do truly ſaffer for Conſcience fake 2 - 
the Malice of our: Perſecutors nor being able co charge us with 
the Feaſt Miſdemeanour. . We-have ſerved our King and the State - 
with Zeal and Faithfulne.. We have ſibmitred co the Laws and 
to Magiſtrates ; and for our Fellew Citjzens, they-have no reaſ6n - 
to complain -of us. We have for Twemy years together ſuffered 
with an exemplary Patjence all cheſe furious and dreadful: Storms - 
aforementioned... And when in Viverctz and Cevenner, ſome have © 
have thought thenyſelyes bound in Conſcience to- preach on the. 
Ruines of. their: Temples legally demoliſhe; their ſhall number, . 
which were bur a handful of Men, Women and Children, has 
only ferved1o ſtir up more the Refignation and Obedjence.of our - 
whole Bady: To jheſe Jatter Storms we have been like Sheep, Jn-- 


of oyr Cay(e, 2nd our peaceable Deporrment utrder is. - 

- Bu we comfort our (Aves likewiſe jn the Cfrifion Compaſſon - 
ſhewed us by Forrein Prifices, and more eſpecially of hehbglty 

of England, who has receiyed: ys into his Countries, ficconr 

and yelieyed us, and recommended our difirelſec njon yo - 

all hjsSuþjeds; and we have found in them nor only new Ma-. 
ſters, or the Aﬀettion of pew Friends, bun of rea] Parenteand + 
Brerhren: And astheſe Bowels of Commiſeration have beert a# 
Balm © our Wounds (0 we ſhall never loſe the Remembrance of 

is, and hope we ndrour Childrer ſhall ever do ary thing,by Gods: 
Grace, umworihy: any of theſe cher Prorechione. 

Alone Afﬀiithon then js; to (ee our Religion oppreſſed in the 
Kingds5m of” France ; {ſo many Churches wherein God was daily-- 
ſerycd according to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, demoliſhed, ſo 
many Flacks diſperxd, ſo many poor Conſciences fighing and groa-- 
ning updr their Bondage; ſo many Chlidren deprived of the 
lawful Edncazjon of their Partems: But we hope thar at lentgih : 
the fame Gad who heard heretofore the Sighs of his-People in-the-- * 
Servitude of Zgypt, will alſo hear at this jime the Crres of this . 
Faithful Servants. We call nor for Fire from Heaven, We are- © 
for no Reſiſtance, we only pray that God would touch the Hearts 
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